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The Civil War
Affects Life at Home

Why It Matters Now
Social and economic effects
of the Civil War helped shape
the character of the nation.

TERMS & NAMES

OBJECTIVES

MAIN IDEA

Peace Party, vigilante,
Robert E. Lee, Edmund
Kirby Smith

1. Describe what life was like in Texas
during the Civil War.
2. Analyze the economic effects of the Civil
War in Texas.
3. Analyze the social effects of the Civil
War in Texas.

Like the rest of the nation, people
in Texas were deeply affected by
the Civil War. A shortage of supplies,
a declining economy, and friends
and relatives gone to fight in the
war created a difficult life for all.

The Civil War touched the lives of Texas soldiers and their families
as well as other Texas citizens. The effects of the war were felt in all
areas of life. Eudora Inez Moore and her family lived in Texas during
the Civil War. In an excerpt from her diary, Moore shares how her
family was affected by the war.

The saying “Necessity is the mother of invention” was certainly
exemplified in war times. . . . Mother made a pair of pants out of a
parlor table cover of wool . . . I made hats for the boys out of shucks
or palmetto and mother made them cloth caps for winter wear. . . .
After the Yankees left a great deal of cast off clothing was found.
Mother boiled it in lye water, rinsed it thoroughly and dyed it with
pomegranate rinds or pecan hulls.
Eudora Inez Moore, diary

The Effects of War
Because no major battles of the Civil War were fought in Texas, the
state did not suffer the destruction of war as severely as states such as
Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, and South Carolina. Yet the people in Texas
still felt the pain of war. Many Texans went to fight in the war. They left
their families, homes, and jobs. Their absence meant more responsibilities
for those left behind.
The citizens of Texas faced other serious problems. Tensions arose
between people who supported the Confederacy and those who remained
loyal to the Union. Also, a U.S. blockade reduced the sale of farm products,
and the economy in Texas suffered. These problems, along with a shortage
of basic supplies, made life difficult at home.

WOMEN IN COMBAT

Not all women stayed behind
while the men went to fight.
About 250 women joined the
Confederate army. Those who
fought disguised themselves
as men. They cut their hair
short, padded their bodies,
and wore false mustaches. In
most cases, their true identities were learned only if they
were seriously wounded, taken prisoner, or killed.
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Union Supporters in Texas
Milton M. Holland

U

nion sergeant major Milton
M. Holland, a freed slave who
was born in Texas and educated
in Ohio, received the U.S.
Medal of Honor for his leadership during the Civil War. He
was one of 47 African American
Texans who served in the Union
army. More than 2,000 Texans
fought for the Union during the
Civil War. ● What was the main
reason some Texans fought for
the Union?

vigilante a person who punishes
criminals or takes control without authority to do so

Even though most people in Texas strongly supported the Confederacy, about one-fourth of Texans had been against secession. Some
of these people remained loyal to the Union during the Civil War. Their
numbers probably grew during the war as the Confederate army lost
battles, soldiers were killed or lost limbs, and the people at home faced
shortages and other hardships.
North Texas experienced a great deal of Union activity. It was begun
by those who opposed the Confederate draft. In 1862 Union supporters
there formed a secret society called the Peace Party. Confederate supporters feared that the Peace Party would aid the Union in defeating the
Confederacy and Texas. Some vigilantes took matters into their own
hands, hanging 40 Peace Party members at Gainesville and other North
Texas communities. This stopped Union activity in the area for many
months. However, by 1864 several counties along the Red River became
popular among army deserters and others who opposed the war.
German Texans in particular were divided. Some who lived in the
heart of the German settlements in Central Texas supported the Union
and were opposed to slavery. Others who lived among Texans from the
southern United States had become slave owners. They tended to support
the Confederacy. Some even served in the Confederate army.
Opposition to the Confederate draft caused German Texans in
Gillespie, Kerr, and Kendall Counties to organize the Union Loyal League
for service in the federal army. Major Fritz Tegner led a group of about 60
German Texans in an effort to join the Union army. They were followed
by 94 Confederate soldiers on horseback led by Lieutenant C. D. McRae.
McRae caught up with them in a camp on the Nueces River. The
next morning, on August 10, 1862, the two forces fought in the Battle
of the Nueces. Many of the Union soldiers were killed during the
battle, and the wounded were executed later. A few survivors later
reached Union forces in New Orleans. A monument was later
built in Comfort, Texas, to honor the Germans and one Mexican
American who died fighting for the Union.
Many Tejanos served in the Confederate army. Some
Tejanos, however, opposed slavery and secession. A number of
Tejanos joined the Union forces. John L. Haynes organized a
Union cavalry unit in South Texas in 1863. About half of his
recruits were Tejanos.

Wartime Economy

Mexican American Confederate soldiers
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During the war Texans continued raising cotton and cattle
and producing other products. However, the war greatly affected
agriculture. The Union navy’s blockade closed the ports on the
Gulf of Mexico. Union victories along the Mississippi River
closed land routes to the rest of the Confederacy. As a result, Texans
could not sell their cotton. Many farmers began growing more wheat
and corn instead of cotton as the demand for food crops increased.
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With many of the men gone to fight, Texas women took on the men’s
work in addition to their own. Some Texas women ran post offices and
stores. Some managed farms. Others were left in charge of huge plantations. Some women took over ranches and had to help drive cattle to
market. Some became teachers or provided medical aid. Texas
women made bandages and knitted and sewed clothing for
soldiers. They also sent boxes filled with badly needed food
supplies to soldiers at the front.
Many women and men in Texas also worked in factories during the war. The Confederate army established
factories to manufacture weapons in Austin and Tyler. By
1863 Texas was making 800 weapons a month in its four
gun factories. Iron furnaces opened in East Texas, and the
state government had prisoners in Huntsville make clothes.
The U.S. blockade of the Confederate states kept goods
from entering or leaving these states. Because many people
depended on the sale of cotton to make money, their earnings were
limited. At the same time, expenses—including taxes to support the
war—continued to rise. This, along with a concern that the Confederacy
might not win the war, caused Confederate money to lose value. Prices
of horses, which were only a few dollars in 1860, jumped to several
hundred Confederate dollars by 1865.

Home Front Hardships
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Mexican Americans
in the Civil War

At least 2,500 Mexican Americans joined the Confederate
forces. Colonel Santos
Benavides was the highest ranking Mexican
American to serve in the
Confederate army. He
was praised for leading
his Confederate troops
to defend the city of Laredo against 200 Union
soldiers. ● Why did the
Civil War divide the Mexican
American community?

▲
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In the early 1860s Thomas
Anderson built a mill to make
gunpowder for the Confederacy.
● Why do you think Anderson Mill
was converted from a powder mill
to a gristmill after the Civil War?

With the blockade stopping the normal flow
of trade goods, many items were in short supply.
Goods such as clothes and shoes became very
scarce. Medicines and hospital supplies were sent
to the battle lines instead of to the towns. There
were also shortages of ordinary items such as
paper. Some newspapers were even discontinued
due to the lack of basic materials. Because of shortages, Texans learned to use substitutes. Roasted
acorns or corn were brewed into a drink that was
like coffee. Honey took the place of sugar, and
homespun clothes replaced clothing bought in
stores. People also learned to use herbs instead of
medicines.

Refugees
During the war many slaves were sent to Texas
from farms and plantations in Louisiana, Arkansas,
and Mississippi. Slaveholders hoped to prevent
them from running away or being taken away when
the Union army appeared. Thousands of slaves
were sent to Texas during the war. The slaves were
often accompanied by their owners, who were
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To Economics

Prices

rose sky-high during
the Civil War. In 1864 in the
South, a dozen eggs cost $6.00,
a pound of butter cost $6.25,
a quart of milk was $10.00,
and a pound of coffee was
$12.00. A Confederate soldier
earned only about $18.00 per
month. ● What do you think
caused prices to rise so high?
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usually unhappy at being forced from their homes. Kate Stone, who fled
her family’s plantation in Louisiana, told of her unhappiness in finding
herself in a crude farmhouse near Paris, Texas.
TEXAS VOICES
I despair of giving any idea of the dirt. We tried to eat without seeing or tasting
and to sleep without touching the bed. They gave us coffee, a horrid decoction
of burnt wheat and milk without sugar, in saucers and water in the halves of
broken bottles. The table was set in the dirtiest of kitchens with a dirt floor. . . .
It surpassed any place we have been in yet. We certainly had found the dark
corner of the Confederacy.
Kate Stone, diary

The War’s End
Very few people thought the war would last as long
as it did. By the spring of 1865—four years after it
had begun—it seemed certain that the Confederacy
would lose the Civil War. After a series of defeats,
Confederate general Robert E. Lee finally surrendered to Union general Ulysses S. Grant on April 9, 1865,
at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, effectively ending the Civil War.
Word of the surrender traveled slowly. Some Confederate forces continued to fight even after the surrender. Confederate general Edmund Kirby
Smith signed the official surrender of the Trans-Mississippi area, including Texas, on June 2, 1865, almost two months after Lee had surrendered. Soldiers went home to their families. Now that the war was over,
Texans—along with the rest of the nation—faced an uncertain future.
Much of the old Southern way of life had come to an end.

Confederate currency

3
Terms & Names

Organizing Information

Critical Thinking

A Real-Life Story

Identify:
• Peace Party
• vigilante
• Robert E. Lee
• Kirby Smith

Use a web like the one
shown to list the effects of
the Civil War on Texas.

1. How did life in Texas
change as a result of the
Civil War?
2. How did the U.S. blockade affect the economy
of Texas?
3. What hardships did
people in Texas face
during the Civil War?

Review A Real-Life Story
on page 315. As a class,
discuss why Texans experienced a shortage of many
supplies during the Civil War.

EFFECTS OF
THE CIVIL
WAR ON
TEXAS

ACTIVITY
History
318 ✯ Chapter 14

Imagine that you live in Texas during the Civil War. In your Texas Notebook, write a letter to a friend or
relative in another state describing what life is like at home.

