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A new vertical state system

ÅLegislation requires a system of performance 
standards that are linked from grade to grade, 
starting with postsecondary -readiness 
performance standards down through grade 3

3
Sources: Texas Education Agency HB 3 
Transition Plan; Lead4ward



What is STAAR?

ÅState of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR) 

ſBeginning in the 2011-12 school year, the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) will be launching  
STAAR to replace the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) 

ÅBased on Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS)

ſReadiness Standards make up 60-65% of assessment

ſSupporting Standards make up 35-40% of assessment 4



What is STAAR?

ÅSTAAR tests for grades 3-8 and subject-area 
STAAR End-of-Course exams for high school

ſ3rd gradeïMathematics & Reading (including 
English and Spanish versions)

ſ4th gradeïMathematics, Reading & Writing 
(including English & Spanish versions) 

ſ5th gradeïMathematics, Reading & Science 
(including English & Spanish versions)
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When is STAAR?
ſ3rd gradeï

¶Mathematics - April 24, 2012

¶Reading- April 25, 2012

ſ4th gradeï

¶Mathematics- April 24, 2012

¶Reading- April 25, 2012 

¶Writing - March 27-28, 2012

ſ5th gradeï

¶Mathematics- March 27, 2012

¶Reading ïMarch 28, 2012

¶Science- April 26, 2012
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General rules for 
STAAR

ÅFor the 2011-2012 school year only, there are no 
Student Success Initiative (SSI) promotion 
requirements for grades 5 and 8

ſStudents will be assessed for promotion to the 
next grade by other academic information, such as 
grades and teacher recommendations.
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How is STAAR 
different?

ÅSTAAR assessments at grade 3 will have a separate 
answer document instead of scorable test booklets

ÅSTAAR writing assessment at grade 4 will be two days

ſDay 1-one prompt and half of the multiple choice questions

ſDay 2- second prompt and second half of multiple choice 
questions.  

1 Narrative, 1 Expository, multiple choice editing and revising questions

ÅAccommodations during testing will be available for students who receive 
special education services, students who are identified for support under 
Section 504 and students with a specific need who meet established 
eligibility criteria set by TEA for certain accommodations
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How is STAAR 
different?

ÅEmphasis on college and career readiness

ÅMore rigorous by:

ſFocusing on the course level curriculum (TEKS) that is 
most critical for success, known as Readiness Standards

ſAdhering to a time limit of four hours 

¶Make sure you child eats breakfast, there will be no snack during the testing time frame.

ſIncluding more rigorous items, increased number of 
items, greater emphasis on critical analysis, and more 
difficult testing methods, such as open-ended questions 
and additional compositions 
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Example: Grade 3 TAKS (2006)

10



Example: Grade 3 
STAAR 

Source: Texas Education Agency Student Assessment  Division
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Example: Grade 5 
STAAR 

Source: Texas Education Agency Student Assessment  Division
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Griddable items

ÅMost STAAR science and 
math assessments will 
include 3 to 5 griddable 
items, a type of open-ended 
questions

ÅStudents must enter their 
answer in the boxes and then 
fill in the corresponding 
bubbles

ÅThe correct answer will be a 
positive number
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2011ð2012 2012ð2013 2013ð2014 2014ð2015 2015ð2016

GR 3ð8 STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 9 STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 10 TAKS STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 11 TAKS TAKS STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 12 &
Out-of-School 

Students

TAKS TAKS TAKS
STAAR
or TAKS

STAAR
or TAKS

TAKS to STAAR 
Transition Plan
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Level I
Unsatisfactory 
Academic 
Performance

Level II
Satisfactory Academic 
Performance

Level III
Advanced Academic
Performance 

Similar to Commended 
level under TAKS

Student performance

ÅTwo cut scores, which will identify three 
performance labels
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Performance standards for STAAR at grades 3ï8 will be 

set in October 2012, after the first spring administration 

of STAAR. 



Looking ahead: 
STAAR at Middle School

Å6th grade ïMathematics and Reading 

Å7th  gradeïMathematics, Reading and Writing 

ſSTAAR writing assessment at grade 7 will be two 
days

Å8th ïMathematics, Reading, Social Studies and 
Science 

ÅMiddle school students enrolled in high school -level 
courses will be required to take the corresponding 
STAAR end-of-course (EOC) assessment
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