TAKS—M covers the same grade-level content as TAKS, but TAKS-M
tests have been changed in format (larger print, fewer questions per
page, etc.) and test design (fewer answer choices, simpler vocabulary and
sentence structure, etc.). In addition, a student who took TAKS-M may
have been provided accommodations as specified in the 2010-2011
Accommodations Manual, The modifications to TAKS—M tests and the
individual accommodations allowed during testing are intended to
make the tests more accessible for students with disabilities. This allows
each stuadent to show his or her best performance on the test.

Every student who takes a TAKS-M test gets a report of his or her
scores. A sample test report is included in this brochure to explain how
the student performed on the test. The test report, called a Confidential
Student Report (CSR), has the student’s name on it and shows his or her
test resuilts, The CSR has been sent to the student’s school and should
accompany this brochure.
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The CSR contains the student’s raw score on each subject-area test. The
raw score is the number of items answered correctly on a test. The
report also shows the student’s scale score, which is a statistic that can be
used to compare his or her performance on a test with the state’s passing
standard. See sections “F” and “G” inside this brochure for more
information about scale scores.

The student has received an overall score on each subject-area test, but
more information about his or her strengths and weaknesses can be
gained by looking at each objective. Test objectives represent knowledge
and skills areas within each subject area. TAKS-M cannot test everything
that a student is learning, but the score will provide information about
the progress he or she is making in learning grade-level academic skills.

If the student did not receive a score on a TAKS-M test and you do

not understand why, or if you need more information about this
assessment, please contact the student’s school. NOTE: TAKS, TAKS
(Accommodated), and TAKS-M tests cover the same objectives;
therefore some students may take TAKS-M in one or more subjects and
TAKS or TAKS (Accommodated) in others, If the student took a TAKS
or TAKS (Accommodated) test, you should also receive a separate
brochure that explains the scores on those tests.

For more information about the
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills-Modified,
please contact the Student Assessment Division
of the Texas Education Agency at

1701 N. Congress Avenue
Austin, TX 78701-1494
512-463-9536
Visit us at:
http:/fwww.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment
E-mail:
Assessment.StudentsWithDisabilities@tea.state.tx.us
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An Explanation of Test
Results for 2011

For Students Enrolled in the Following Grades
and Testing in the Following Subjects

Grades 3—11 Mathematics

Grades 3-9 Reading

Grades 4 and 7 Writing

Grades 10 and 11 English Language Arts (ELA)

Grades 5, 8, 10, and 11 Science

Grades 8, 10, and 11 Social Studies

TAKS is the name of the testing program for students in Texas public
schools. The letters stand for the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and
Skills, Each public school in Texas must teach the same curriculum, the
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (also called the TEKS). The TAKS
tests are based on this carriculum—in other words, on what students
are being taught in school. Therefore, the TAKS tests are a good way to
measure what students are learning,

TaKS-Modified (TAKS-M) is an alternate assessment based on
modified academic achievement standards. It was developed by the
Texas Education Agency {TEA) with the help of Texas teachers to meet
requirements under both the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA 2004) and the No Child Left Behind
Actof 2001 (NCLB). These federal laws require that all students with
disabilities be included in a statewide assessment program,

TAKS-M was developed for a small number of students receiving
special education services who need extensive modifications and
accommodations to classroom instruction and assignments in order to
demonstrate progress in the TEKS. The student’s admission, review,
and dismissal (ARD) committee determines whether the student meets
the participation requirements for TAKS-M. Based on a student’s
individualized education program (IEP), appropriate testing
accommodations may be used when necessary.

{Continued on inside flap of brochure.)
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