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Topics for Today

- Why we take the PSAT

- The PSAT Score Report

- The National Merit Scholarship Program
- Where Your Scores Will Take You

- Admissions Timeline

- Overview of Admissions Tests

- Tricks of the Trade
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Why Do We Take the PSAT?

Why do we take the PSAT?

What does “PSAT” stand for?
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Preliminary SAT

What does this mean?

- A practice test before the SAT
- Qualifying exam for National Merit Scholarships

- Check with your school to see if they include your PSAT scores on your
academic transcript (most don’t anymore but check just to be sure)
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Making a Plan

Taking the PSAT is a great way to jumpstart

your college admissions planning.

- You'll get an idea of how standardized tests work
- See how you perform in a high-pressure testing situation

- Most importantly, you’ll get SCORES to give you a starting point
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The PSAT Score Report

Your PSAT Scores and You. —2 )

Your score range is what the College Board
{ predicts you would score if you toak the
PSAT cver again but didn®t really learn any
The PSAT/NMSQT is based on a scale of additional skills. So if you took the test
20-80. You will have 3 scores, one for tomorrows, next week, and again next
Critical Reading, one for Mathematics, month without studying. they predict you
and one for Writing Skills. would score somewhere in these ranges.

d higher then 5% ofjuniars. You scarad higher than 5% of juniors. fou scored higher then 3% of juniars.

0% m% 21:9 il 2129 h e

— P

Your overall scores are found at the top of the Score Report.
You should see three numbers, all between 20 and 80.
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Your PSAT Scores and You. —2 )

Your score range is what the College Board
{ predicts you would score if you toak the
PSAT cver again but didn®t really learn any
The PSAT/NMSQT is based on a scale of additional skills. So if you took the test
20-80. You will have 3 scores, one for tomorrows, next week, and again next
Critical Reading, one for Mathematics, month without studying. they predict you
and one for Writing Skills. would score somewhere in these ranges.

d higher then 5% ofjuniars. You scarad higher than 5% of juniors. fou scored higher then 3% of juniars.

0% m% 21:9 il 2129 h e

— P

Add each score above to get your overall PSAT score:

50 + 52 + 44 =146
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Y=

Your total score = ”E'M."EI Mt .
Scholarship Corporation |
. iNMSC) Progerams [ ——
Selection Index. ' 1rrg -

Selection Index

You can find your b

Selection Index on Percentile Ly
your College Board perftmente wih

collega-bund juniors

Score Report

The Salection Index [5.1] is the
sum ofyour crtical reading,

. mathemnati cs, and writing skils
Highest = 240 scores. NMSC uses the 5.1

as aninitial screen of over 14

million students who enter its
Lowest = 60 schalarship programs.
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My Total PSAT Score:

Projected Scores:
SAT Math: SAT Reading: SAT Writing;
SAT Combined: ACT:

Write your total PSAT Score (or Selection
Index)
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- Raw Score = How Many Questions You Got Right
- Reading: 48 questions
- Math: 38 Questions
- Writing: 29 questions
- TOTAL: 125 questions
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Guessing Penalty

Guessing Penalty
Get It Right: +1 Raw Point
Leave It Blank: +0 Raw Points

Get It Wrong: - 1/4 Raw Point
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1. College Board takes your Raw Score from
each section.

2. They plug it into a crazy algorithm (which
is different for each test date).

3. You get a “Scaled” Score from 20-80 for
each section, and 60-240 Overall.



The
( Princeton
Review

These are the ranges in which you scored. Scores within
your range are considered “equal” statistically.

Your PSAT Scores and You.

20-80. You will have 3 scores, one for
Critical Reading, one for Mathematics,

!
The PSAT/NMSQT is based on a scale of
and one for Writing Skills.

—2

Your score range is what the College Board
predicts you would score if you toak the
PSAT cver again but didn®t really learn any
additional skills. So if you took the test
tomorrows, next week, and again next

month without studying. they predict you

'W'OLI.]d soore EDI.TI.CWhCI.'C in T]'I.CEI: rnges.

e
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% Critical Headmgh Mathematics

.H-

fau scored higher then B5% of juniars.

You scarad higher than 5% of juniors.

% HI

] [ o
Writing Skills
44
1] : :;....:: (1]

fou scored higher then 3% of juniars.
|

7129

A
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Critical Reading Mathematics Writing Skills
52 44
- 1] 1] 1]
46 Bl 40 48
You scarad higher than 57% of juniors. Yau scored higher then 32% of juniars.
.
B 0% B 100%
?‘I J oL

The “Review Your Answers” section gives
you a lot of information about what you
answered on every question in every section.
Take time to look back over how you an-
swered each auestion. Did vou do vou betrer

These are your percentiles - where your
scores stand against other students in
your class year,

The Percentiles allow you to compare your score with all
the other students that took the PSAT.

Page 15
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The “Review Your Answers™ section gives
you a lot of information about what you
answered on every question in every section.
Take time to look back over how you an-
swered each question. Did you do you betrer
at certain types of problems than others? Did

you leave questions blank or did you guess?

b,

Review ﬁff@

Your T
Answers -
Ask for your
test book back

S0 Yo can see
the questions.

Ky

Carmect
el Had
Lireorrohic
Eamy
Madin
Hard
Akglira
Furctions
Diain Analpss,
Giafsics A

ERCICE

=L

B

Reviewing Your Answers

Question — The question
number in the exam/section.
Correct Answer — The correct
answer for this question.

Your Answer — The answer
choice you filled in on the test.
Difficulty — rated Easy, Medium
or Hard and pertains to the level
of difficulty of each question.

Page 16
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Even though the questions have different
levels of difficulty, they are all worth the same
amount of points.

So, if easy questions have the same point
value as hard ones — which type of question
would you want to spend the most time on?

THE EASY ONES!
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Question #1 Question #20
Easy Hard
Math Tips:

* It’s all about the pacing. Getting the easy ones =
more raw points = high overall Math Score.

* SLOW DOWN and SCORE MORE!
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Writing Section Order of Difficulty Structure

1. Improving Sentences (20 questions) - from Easy to Hard
2. Error IDs (14 questions) — from Easy to Hard
3. Improving Paragraphs (5 questions) — all Easy or Medium

Writing Tips:

*Know when the Order of Difficulty “re-sets.”

*Consider doing the Improving Paragraphs ?s first.
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Reading Pacing

For Critical Reading, you have to rely on your
own Personal Order of Difficulty.

Reading Tips:
* Spend your time on the answers that you CAN answer.
* Consider omitting questions to save time.

* Improve your vocabulary!
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W Dotermining an author's purpose or
parspactive

How to improve: Authars writa for a variaty of

purposes, such as to inform, to explai, or to

convince, When you read, try to datarmine why

the author wrata what ha or sha wrate,

Sae questions 20, 42, 48,

B Understanding complex sentences

How to improve: Ask your enlish teacharto
recommend books that are a bit mara chal-
lenging than thosa you'ra used to reading.
Practice braaking the santances down into
their companant paris to improve your compre-
hansion. Leam how dependant clauses and
verh phrases functian in sentances.

Sae questions, 33,

B Understanding sentences that deal with
sciontific idoag

|| PSR S JUNVRSPUPRN 1 PRSP R PR ) R

W Dealing with probability, hasic statistics,
charts, and graphs
How to improve: Practice solving problems
thatinvaive basic probahility, basic counting,
and finding the avarage (arthmatc mean],
median, and made. Look for charts and graphs
in newspapers and mapazinas, and practice
intarprating the data in them,

Saa questions 13, 14,19,

B Understanding geometry and coordinate
(eometry
How to improve: Review geametry units in your
taxthoak involving perimetar, araa, volume,
tircumfarence, angles, lines, slpa. Familiariza
yoursalf with tha formulas given at the bagin-
ning of math sections of the test.
Saa questions 7, 11,13

B Making connections among mathamatical

tnine

W Baing precise and claar
How to improve; Leam to racogniza sentenca
glamants that ara ambiguous and confusing,
[nyaurwriting, choosa words carefully and
connact themfor claar meaning.

See quastions 4,6, 8.

B Recognizing logical connections within
sontences and passages
How to improve; Usa the wnting process to
halp you ravisa yourdraft essays, Wark with
tlassmates and taachaers to clarify meaning in
your writing.
Sea questions 8, 28, 28,

The College Board gives you some
suggestions for further study. You

can use them as a starting point.

\ /

B

Computer Engineering

-~

Description: In the computer
engineenng majar, students leam
to design and develop computer
and computar-related systems.
These systems include software
gystems, hardware systems, and
combined hardware/softeare
gystems. Studants take courses
inbasic sciencas, mathematics,
and engineanng sciance and
design.

Associated Skills: Computing,
hasic sciences, mathematics,

Recommendead High School
Courses: English 4, precollege
mathematics 4, biology 1,
chemistry 1, physics 1,

social studies 3-4, history 2-3,
foreign language 2-4, music 5,
visual arts 5, and computar
science 51,

Page 21
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National Merit
Scholarship Corporation
INMSC) Progerams

-::'::

Selection Index
146

Percentile a7

COMparas your
parfarmanc e with
collag e-bou nd juniors

The Selection Index (5.1.}is the
sum of your crtical reading,
mathamatics, and writing skills
scores. MMSC uses the 5.1

as an initial scraen of over 1.4
million students who enter its
scholarship programs.

Entry Requirements

Below &= information you provid ed
on your answar sheet.

Full-time high school studant:
Yes

Yearto complete high school and
anroll full ima in collega:

Years to ba spantin grades 8-12:

a4

LLS. citize nship:
Yes

Ifyour Salection Index places
you among the 55,000 high
scorers who qualfy for
program racognition, you will
he notified next Septambar.

National Merit Scholarships

True or False:

Only juniors are eligible for
recognition by NMSC.

TRUE!

Sophomores are not considered for
national merit recognition until their
junior yeat.

Page 22
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ar

2008

_Y

True or False: All National
Merit Semi-Finalists and
Finalists get college
scholarships.

FALSE!

Fewer than 1% of students who take the
test will receive any money from NMSC.
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146

A
_Y

a7

2008

True or False:

If you get recognized by
NMSC, you won’t have to worry
about paying for college.

FALSE!

Of those scholarships handed out to
fewer than 1% of students who took the
test, none are worth more than $2500.

PPPPPP
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National Merit Scholarships

NMSC will contact your school if
you’ve been chosen for recognition.

For more information, check out
www.nationalmerit.org.



BLEBEAELELREESE

Score Comparison

T
C A T | :
o Use the comparison chart to

guesstimate what you would
TN Tyl
= B\ get on the SAT and ACT

without any further prep.

= A\ My Total PSAT Score:

S}
H___ﬂ__ 'b Projected Scores:
[ SAT Math: SAT Reading: SAT Writing:

18 g
9wy |
21 T AW SAT Combined: ACT:




Review

The v
@rince;‘on Wi Where Your Scores Will Take You

Where Your Scores Will Take You

S&T BAT AT

BCHOOL NAME MATH  CRIMECALREADNG  WRITING [PROJECTED] AT
I.lmuﬁﬂlm-'lm BO-EX) 400510 SE0-6D 20-26
Boeton University LIRS GA0—E20 B30-T10 -3
Browm Uni BI0-TT0 BE0-TE0 BE0-TEO -1
Carnagie Mellon University EE0-TE0 B10-710 BECT 30 m-32
Emary University BEC-T40 B40-T20 EE0-T40 20-33
Aorida State University BA0-£30 G30-E20 BO0-RED -7
Grinnell College E40-730 B40-750 BE0-TR0 20-313
Hanvard University TO0-Ta0 TO0—=00 TA-TRO -4
Johnz Hopkins University BEC-TRO B30-740 BI0-T50 m-32 b
Michigan State Uiniversity BA0-6ED 4A0-£20 BEO-RED -7
HNewe York University EA0-T10 B20-710 BEO-T 30 mn-3
Morth Caroling State University BEC-RED B30-E20 RA0-6ED -7
Reed College EA0-T10 BE0-TE0 BE0-TRO 20-32
Stanford University BT B0 B70-770 T -3
Univarsity of California—5an Diego go-T10 RE0-EE0 G10-600 M
Uniearsity of Pennsyhvania BE0TT0 BEO-T50 e -3
Univarsity of Southern California BRO0-T30 B20-710 BE-T 30 mn-3
University of Wizconsin-Madizon BO0-T00 BEO-ET0 B A0-T00 26-30 )
Waghington University in 5t Louis B0TT0 B70-750 TO0-T50 0-33

SR ren S T B B i o T B S0 e P rde e drweng WA e Seanel g e 1 e e b e anl npnn g

::-:—-—.—H—-_:qd-*ﬂ-_n-u-_h-u—h = A = T4 BET B -

g i B v g oo 7R et 408 M e i, Bt i B o et o P s B 12, e P g

g el e
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As a junior you will be ready to focus in a more specific way on college choices.

Take the PSAT/NMSQT eatly in the year (Octobet).

Take the SAT Reasoning Test and/or the ACT in the spring.

Start your college list

Research and visit colleges

Plan ahead

- Think about which teachers, coaches, counselors, or supervisors you ant to ask for
recommendations.

- Work with your English teacher on the techniques involved in writing an effective
college admission essay.
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In your senior year your school may schedule one-on-one sessions, advisory
groups, or class meeting to provide seniors with information about the
college application process.

- Take the SAT Subject Tests (if needed) in the fall.

- Take the SAT Reasoning Test and/or the ACT in the fall (if you want to

improve your scores from your junior year.
- Refine your list of colleges.

- Apply! Those seeking admission via Early Decision, Early Action, or Early
Notification plans will have to get started sooner than others. If you are in
this boat, you should begin working on your applications in late September.

- Decide.
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PSAT SAT ACT SAT Subject
Tests
Is it
. No Yes Yes Sometimes
Required?
Length 25 hours 3 bours, 45 minutes 3 hours, 25 minutes 1 hour
without breaks for Essay
SUbieCtS and Math (2), Reading (2), Ma't}'l (3), Reading (3), Engli'sh D, Méth D, By subject
. Writing (1) Writing (3), Reading (1), Science
Sections Experimental (1) (1), Optional Essay (1)
Scoring and 20-80 each section, 60- [200-800 each section, 60pP1-36 is average of scores [ 200-800, +1
. 240 overall, +1 right, 2400 overall,+1right, +0 | from all parts of test,no | right, +0 blank,
Penalties +0 blank, -1/4 wrong | blank, -1/4 wrong guessing penalty -1/4 wrong
Score
. No Yes Yes Yes
Choice

Page 30
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SAT vs. ACT — which one is for you?

SAT vs ACT

Choose the lesser of two evils...

Pick the one that is best for YOU!
How We Can Help

Take our FREE Princeton Review Assessment (PRA)
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SAT Question

The dull monotone with which the announcer droned
on about the details of the discovery her
excitement.

(A) decried (D) escalated

(B) embodied (E) belied

(C) confirmed

r

Strategy: Process of Elimination (POE)
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Answer for yourself: __was the opposite of

A) Decried ?

B) Embodied NO
) Confirmed NO
() Escalated NO

Com




Final Answer

FINAL ANSWER = (E)
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ACT Question

The width of a rectangular classroom is eight feet

shorter than the length. The perimeter of the classroom
is 60 feet. What is the width of the classroom?

(A) 3 (D) 26
(B) 11 (E) 34
(C) 19

Strategy: Plugging in the Answers (PITA)
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Label: Width Length  Perimeter

A) 3
Q )1 > 19 60
) (©) 19 92
(D) 26 TOO BIG

E) 34 TOO BIG

= 60?

YES!

NO



Final Answer

FINAL ANSWER = (B)
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TRICKS OF THE TRADE REVIEW
1. Pacing

2. Personal Order of Difficulty

3. Process of Elimination (POE)

4. Plugging In The Answers (PITA)



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR
ADMISSIONS PROCESS!



