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Summer Assignment
World Geography Pre-AP                                
                        DeGrove, Deering
. ABC Book

Create a book representing your lifestyle and experiences. Your ABC book should be about you and Social Studies (classes, places you have visited, places you want to visit, things you have learned, your cultural heritage, etc.).  This book will tell about your life through the lens of Social Studies and your personal experiences. ABC books are made for children.  Choose an age to target (6-12 years old). This will be your first major grade in World Geography Pre-AP. Due the first day of school.  
ABC Book Rubric Criteria:
Levels:  Rate your performance for each criterion (exceeds, meets, and does not meet).  The criterion must be present on EVERY page in order to check “exceeds”.  
Required Elements:

· One page per letter (8 ½X11 only)

· Title on the front of the book with illustration(s)
· 26 letters of the alphabet with a minimum of  five (5) complete sentences written about each letter – front of paper only
· Title on each page  (example:  A is for Australia, A-Z)

· Illustration(s) and /or photo(s) for each letter (in color) – if taken from internet must be cited.  
Presentation:
· Illustrations neat with original artwork in color and/or color photographs. (Photos may be yours or from websites.  Please cite the website by printing the entire web address beneath the photo.)

· Typed or neatly written (type if you know you don’t write neatly)
·  Theme is clearly evident   (For example: A-Z represents places you have visited or want to visit, or  A-Z represents places or people you have learned about in Social Studies’ classes, etc.) 
· Layout on each page balanced, neat, colorful, creative, and the entire page used for title, illustrations and sentences
Information:
· Complete sentences, correct punctuation, spelling, grammar, capitalization
· Factual and informative (interesting, correct, and thorough)
· Stays on topic (theme – see above) 

· In your own words!  No copying, cutting/pasting from books and/or internet (this is cheating and will result in a zero on the assignment).  See page four!
· Edit (proofread) and have someone else proofread
Example:  (this example does not include an illustration that is required)
R is for Ronald Regan High School Social Studies Department 
Ronald Reagan High School is located in San Antonio, Texas. It has one of the best Social Studies departments in the state. Because of its outstanding students and teachers, its TAKS scores are second to none.  It offers core Social Studies classes in addition to many Social Studies electives including, but not limited to, Military History, Model United Nations, Sociology, and Psychology.  Students may choose to take Pre-AP (advanced placement) and AP classes in Social Studies. If they do, they will have Mrs. DeGrove or Ms. Deering as their Pre-AP World Geography teacher their freshmen year.  Pre-AP World Geography at Reagan High is an extremely interesting and beneficial course where students and teachers explore the world together.  The class includes analyzing current events, historical events, physical features as well as many exciting and eye-opening experiences.    
Dear Incoming Reagan Students and Parents,
We hope this book is something special students are proud to turn in and choose to keep for years to come.  Closely follow the attached rubric as it will be used for grading purposes.  
 Hopefully, compiling this book will be an enjoyable and reflective experience.  It should make students realize they already know a lot about the world due to study and experience.  It should also help students get energized to study World Geography this coming school year.  Your teachers look forward to reading your book and getting to know you through it!

 Keep tuned in to current events as they unfold around the world this summer.  As the new school year progresses, students will be led step by step to write in the Social Studies AP style. Much of the writing, reading and class discussion will be based around these current events.
 Happy summer and welcome to Reagan!!! 
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Ms. Deering, Mrs. DeGrove
World Geography Pre-AP Teachers
ABC BOOK RUBRIC

Name _________________ Title of ABC Book __________________________
Complete this rubric as part of your assignment.  
THIS RUBRIC MUST BE ATTACHED TO THE ABC BOOK
(Remember extra copies are available on Mrs. DeGrove’s and Ms. Deering’s websites.)
(neisd.net>campuses>Reagan>social studies>DeGrove or Deering>Assignments>Summer Assignment)

Please check the appropriate box and write comments for each criterion. 
	Criteria
	Does not Meet 
	       Meets
	     Exceeds
	Comments

	26 letters (A-Z)

5 sentences per page
	
	
	
	

	Title on each page


	
	
	
	

	Illustration/photo

at least 1 per page
	
	
	
	

	Neat/clear

Illustrations
	
	
	
	

	Written clearly or 

Typed
	
	
	
	

	Theme is evident


	
	
	
	

	Complete sentences
	
	
	
	

	Correct grammar punctuation, spelling
	
	
	
	

	Factual &

Informative
	
	
	
	

	Creative &

Interesting
	
	
	
	

	Full name/picture on front cover 
	
	
	
	


This book has been made for children ________________ years of age.  (Target age should be 6-12).
· What do you like best about your ABC book? (complete sentences)

· What could you do to improve the next time? (complete sentences)

PLAGIARISM
Any form of plagiarism will result in a zero for the entire summer assignment.  The ABC book is designed to be written about your experiences either in class, in life, or both.  
From the Student handbook

“ACADEMIC HONESTY

Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to grade penalties on assignments or tests and disciplinary penalties in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and the home campus Academic Honesty Policy.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication between students during an examination. The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or another supervising professional employee, taking into consideration written materials, observation, or information from students. (EIA local)”

With my signature below, I declare this ABC book is in my own words and no one else’s.  I have taken my experiences and conveyed them in the ABC book without copying information from another source. (While gathering information from a variety of sources is good, the information should then be combined along with personal experiences and written in your own words.  Work should never be directly or indirectly copied.)  I understand I will earn a zero (0) for the entire assignment if any part of it is falsely represented.

Student Signature _________________________________
Date ___________

I have reviewed my child’s summer assignment and believe it to be in his/her own words.

Parent Signature ________________________________
            Date _ ___________
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