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If possible, make a tape recording of a local newscast – make sure the content is appropriate for your students.  Ask students to analyze the newscast, discussing the pacing, the way newscasters look at the camera, the strategy to telling main ideas, identifying the people involved, and so forth.

Students work in teams to develop a “newscast”.  To support students in preparing for their newscasts, it is helpful to give them a structure to follow:   who, what, when, where, how, why.  Then, include information explaining the importance of each of these.

See attached strategy sheet.
Newscast ideas:

· Interview the principal or another staff member about a school event.  If possible, conduct the interview in front of an audience or videotape it to show at a later time.

· Choose a nursery rhyme you know well.  Use this chart to retell the story.

· Use this format to retell a story that the class is reading as a read-aloud.

· Pretend that you are a character from a book.  Then interview the “character” as above.
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	Name:



	Title:



	Important things to include in your newscast.


	How is this important to your newscast?



	Who:


	
	

	What:


	
	

	When:


	
	

	Where:


	
	

	How:


	
	

	Why:


	
	


( adapted from:  Revisit, Reflect, Retell by Linda Hoyt, page 52.
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