Mini lesson:              The Z Was Zapped

                           By Chris Van Allsburg

Source: Books, Lessons and Ideas For Teaching The Six Traits

         Compiled by Vicki Spandel

Goal: Students will identify the interesting words and use the model

      For creating their own picture book

TEKS: 3.14: The student will write in different forms for different 

        purposes such as lists to record, letters to invite or thank, and

        stories or poems to entertain.

        3.18C: The student will revise selected drafts for varied

        purposes, including to achieve a sense of audience, precise 

        word choice and vivid images 

Read the book aloud, sharing pictures and encouraging students to guess before revealing each answer. (Students can be right without agreeing with the original) Older students could portray the book, coming up with their own words. (For ex. A could be “anchored”; D- “demolished”) As each “letter” portrays its fate, others could guess the word.
 Extension:

· Students could create a picture book using the book as a model ( one or two letters to a student).

· Connect the alphabet to a content area- math or science. The B was “bisected”, the C was calculated….
