Mini lesson:                      Rice Cakes and Salsa
Source:  6+1 Traits of Writing by Ruth Culham

Goal:  Students will focus on choosing colorful words and phrases

TEKS: 3.18C: The student will revise selected drafts for varied purposes, including to achieve a sense of audience, precise word choice and vivid images
Yummy Words

Make a list of all the words that shoe how we eat- nibble, gobble, munch, snarf, pick at, etc, Give students an apple or pretzel and have then demonstrate the words. Try this with activity words, such as walk. Make a list of all the words related to it, such as  amble, gallop,  stride, and hop. Then ask students to act it out by doing the motion when the word is called out. 

Expanding Small Phrases to Bigger Ones

Notice the differences in these sentence pairs:

Kendra was ten minutes late for breakfast.

Kendra huffed to the breakfast table ten minutes late, flung herself into her chair, and snagged the Cheerios.

Give pairs of students the following sentences and see if they can enhance meaning by punching up the verbs and throwing in a few  colorful adjectives and precise nouns.

1. The dog was hungry.

2. The house was empty.

3. My sister got mad.

4. The rain came down.

5. My shoes were tight.

Rice Cakes or Salsa

As students discover some of the less interesting word in their work, teach them to ask, “Is this a ‘rice cake’ word or ‘salsa’ word ?  Every paper should have salsa words!
