Mini lesson:         Powerful Verbs

Using

Night Noises by Mem Fox

Source: Books, Lessons and Ideas: Lessons For Teaching the Six Traits, compiled by Vicki Spandell
Goal:    Students will be able to identify and use stronger verbs in their 

          writing, which will increase the fluency of their sentences.

TEKS:  3.18C: The student will revise selected drafts for varied purposes, including to achieve a sense of audience, precise word choice and vivid images
Students will listen for powerful verbs as the teacher reads aloud, OR as an extension of the lesson, rewrite a portion of the book, using ordinary and boring verbs. Make the text large, with plenty of room to write. Underline your boring verbs. Before reading the book aloud, ask students to help you revise by using powerful verbs. Write in the students’ suggestions using a felt pen. Ask students to choose the word they like the best and circle it. Then read the original text and compare.

Students will look at their own writing and circle or underline and two words (verbs or other) they would like to change. They can work in groups or pairs to brainstorm options.
