Mini lesson:      “Off To A Good Start”

Source: 6 +1 Traits of Writing by Ruth Culham
Goal:  Students will practice developing different student 

        beginnings.

TEKS: 3.17D: Compose sentences with interesting, elaborated

        subjects; 

        3.18C: The student will revise selected drafts for varied   

        purposes, including to achieve a sense of audience, precise word 

        choice and vivid images
Come up with several sentence beginnings. Write them on sentence strips. Give students only one sentence beginning at a time. You might use….”In the morning….”. Students write an ending to your beginning on another sentence strip. For example, “In the morning..” could have “our cat is hungry” added to it. 

You can all have the students rearrange each sentence to see if there is another way to say it. For example, “While gazing upward, I watched the clouds drift slowly across the sky.” They might reverse the sentence and say “ I watched the clouds drifting slowly across the sky while gazing upward.”
