Mini lesson:         Exploding a Moment:  Finding Examples   

                                          in Literature

Source:  After the End by Barry Lane 

Goal:  To help students identify examples of how various authors expand upon small moments by adding details.

TEKS: 

3.18B  Develop drafts 

3.18C  Revise selected drafts for varied purposes, including to achieve a sense of audience, precise word choice, and vivid images.

1. Choose a variety of books that have clear examples of exploding moments.  Consider using the suggested books from the list titled Books for Teaching Ideas. 
2. Using one or two of the books as a model, point out how the author takes a small moment and explodes it by adding details.   Record examples as a group on a chart labeled "Exploding Moments We Found in Books...".   

               Book Title            Exploded Moment        Page # 

3. Divide students into partner pairs.  Give each pair picture book.  Tell them to search for examples of exploding moments in their book and to record them on a reproducible chart (see example above) or on a chart they create from your model.  

4. If time permits, students exchange books with other partner pairs.  

5.  Don't forget to have them share some of the  exploding moments that they found.  You might want to add their examples to the whole class chart.    

6. Now that the students have found examples of this technique in books, they are ready to return to their compositions to practice exploding some of their own moments.  

