Mini lesson:                       Exploding A Moment
Source:  After The End by Barry Lane
Goal:   To help students to expand upon ideas by adding detail about one important 

             Idea.

TEKS:  3.18C: The student will revise selected drafts for varied purposes, including to achieve a sense of audience, precise word choice and vivid images.

1. Explain to students that writing can spend one sentence to cover years and ten pages to cover one important moment. Find examples of exploded moments in books in the classroom.

2. Tell the students you are going to write in slow motion. Think of a movie that uses slow motion or has a lot happening in one moment. (ET)

3. Ask students to think of a moment in time that lasted only a few minutes but was very important (car accident; Christmas morning; new baby; first day of school; making a basket in basketball, etc). Discuss with a partner or write ME in the middle of the paper and web five “explodable” moments from their life.

4. Students fill a whole page writing for 15 minutes about that one moment that only lasted for a few seconds. Remind them to think of all the details. If they get stuck have them ask a question like, “What was I thinking?” or “What color was the ceiling?”

5. Ask students to stop and read over the piece and circle their favorite detail.  Have them add three more details at the bottom of the page.

6. Break the class into small groups. Have them share pieces with the group and have a question conference on paper. Students should keep all questions in their folder with their pieces.

7. Using the questions, students add details to their moment  or turn the best question into a new lead and follow it for another ten minutes, exploding the same moment.

