Mini lesson:            Box and Explode
Revising Strategy
Source: Fourth Grade Texas Reading Academy
Goal:  The purpose is to slow down the reader’s momentum at 
        the most important point in the paragraph or story.
TEKS: 3.18C: The student will revise selected drafts for varied purposes, including to achieve a sense of audience, precise word choice and vivid images.

 Step 1:

Help student identify the main idea and draw a box around it.

Ex:

Over the Christmas holidays, I had an exciting adventure. My brother and I drove a moving van all the way to Florida.  The trip down would take three days. My brother and I had hadn’t spent that much time together since we were little.

Step 2:

Ask students to elaborate and add details to “explode” the main idea.

Ex. (The exploded part)

The trip was over a 1000 miles and would take three days. We spend most of the time singing along with the country music CD’s my brother brought and eating every kind of junk food you can name. The best part was catching up on all the jokes we had heard over the past few years.

The “exploded part” is written on another piece of paper. When students write their final drafts, they insert the exploded part next to boxed main idea.

(Adapted from Strickland,D.S., Ganske,K & Monroe,J.K. (2002). Supporting Struggling Readers and Writers: Strategies for Classroom Intervention. 3-6  Portland, ME: Stenhouse)

