Mini-Lesson:  Preparing to Write using a Prompt

The written composition on the TAKS test is always based on a writing topic called a prompt.

When reading a writing prompt for the first time, you should ...

· Look for key words and phrases in the prompt that tell you what you should write next.

· Determine what you want to say and your purpose for writing.  Is your purpose to explain, describe, entertain, or express your ideas about the topic?

Here is an example of a writing prompt:


                               Write a composition about a make-believe animal.

How to Read a Prompt

1. Identify the Topic:

· Read the prompt again carefully.

· Find key words that tell you about the writing topic
2. Identify the Audience:

· Determine who you want your audience to be.  You may want to think of your teacher as an audience.

3. Choose a Plan for Organizing:

· Consider how to organize your writing and what kind of writing to produce based on your purpose.  You could use the prompt above to:

                                    ( write a composition that expresses your ideas and feelings about  

                                         your make-believe animal.

                                    (write a composition that explains and describes what your 

                                         make -believe animal looks like and eats.

                                   (write a composition that entertains your readers by telling about  

                                       the funny things your make-believe animal can do.

How to Write to the Prompt               
Here are some tips to remember before, during and after writing to a prompt.

Before Writing:

· Think about your writing purpose.
· Keep your audience in mind.
· Brainstorm ideas about the topic.
· Choose your strongest ideas to include in your writing.
· Focus or narrow the ideas to allow for detail and development of your writers "voice".
During Writing:

· Start with an interesting topic sentence.

· Be sure to put your ideas in logical order.

· When you are writing, connect ideas with transition words.  Use clear sequence words or phrases to connect thoughts.

· End with a strong conclusion.  Don't leave the reader hanging.

After Writing:

· Proofread your work.

· Reorder ideas to make the message clear.

· Omit any sentences that repeat ideas or sentences that are not focused on the topic.  

· Begin a new paragraph when needed.

· Check for spelling errors.  

Adapted from:  TAKS Preparation and Practice Book for Reading and Writing
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