Mini-Lesson:  Wrap It Up!

Goal:  Students will understand the importance of a good conclusion and decide which ending best "wraps up" a sample narrative piece.    

TEKS:  
3.18B  develop drafts

3.19A  identify the most effective features of a piece of writing using criteria generated by the teacher and class

3.19B  respond constructively to others' writing

3.19C  determine how his/her own writing achieves its purposes

Sources: 

Aesop's Fables.  (Pinkney), p.82.  SeaStar Books. New York. 2000.

Creating Writers.  (Spandel), p. 183

Revisor's Toolbox. (Lane), p.  40

Lesson Procedure:  

1. Make an overhead of the Aesop's fable, The Rooster and the Fox.   Omit the last paragraph or the ending of this fable.

2. Read the fable aloud.

3. Ask students if they were satisfied with the way the story ended and elicit ideas about what's missing in the story.  Once they determine that the fable is missing a conclusion, ask them how they felt when they reached the end of the story.   Some responses might be that, "The story left us hanging in suspense" or "I still have lots of questions left unanswered."  

4. Explain that the conclusion is an important part of a composition.  Discuss how a good ending leaves the reader with a feeling of satisfaction and resolution.  An effective conclusion "wraps up" the story.  

5. Show the students 3 possible conclusions.  Ask them which conclusion wraps up this fable the best (see appendix for choices).

6. Repeat these steps using a student narrative sample (see appendix).

Tips for Teaching:  You might want the students to write their own conclusion to the fable.   It's interesting to consider how the moral of the fable changes when the ending changes.  

This fable is missing something.  What do you think it is missing?

The Rooster and the Fox

One evening at sunset a rooster flew up to his favorite perch in a tall pine tree.  He had barely tucked his head beneath his wing when he heard something stirring below.  He peered out and saw a fox sitting on the ground, panting excitedly.  


"Hello, friend Rooster!  Have you heard the news?"  the fox called out.  


"What news?" asked the rooster suspiciously.  


"A truce has been declared!" replied the fox.  "All the animals have chosen to live in peace.  Even the lion and the wolf agreed!  I came at once to tell you.  Won't you come down, so we may embrace as true friends at last?"  


But the rooster was too old and wise to trust a fox so easily.  And he decided to put the fox's words to a test.  


"Why, of course I'll come down," the rooster answered.  "But tell me, friend Fox, did the dogs agree to this truce as well?"


"Of course, of course!" answered the fox, licking her lips.

"Then those two dogs that I can see from here," remarked the rooster, craning his neck, "must be coming to celebrate with us.  This way!  Over here!"  he called loudly.

Aesop's Fables.  (Pinkney), p.82.  SeaStar Books. New York. 2000.

Choose the best conclusion to wrap up this fable from the following possibilities...

Conclusion #1

The fox, worried about the dogs coming over, tried to be brave.  "I am not afraid of those stupid dogs," murmured the fox to herself.  "If I can outsmart a rooster, I can sure outsmart a dog."  The fox stood tall as the dogs approached.  When the fox wasn't looking, the rooster hid behind a tree.   

Conclusion #2

"Dogs? Oh, my!" stammered the fox.  "I'm afraid I can't stay.  My children are waiting for me at home.  We must celebrate another time!"  And the fox was off as fast as she could run. 

Conclusion #3

The dogs were distracted by the smell of a delicious bone and went the other way. The fox had the rooster for dinner.  The end.   

This story is missing something.  What do you think it is missing?

Help! Help! Oh no! we’re lost, or are we.


My mom was taking Emily, Joe, and me to my grandma’s lake house.  This is awesome.” I said.  “Totally!” Joe said.  “We’re ready!” we all shouted.


When we arrived my grandma was waiting for us on the front porch.  “Grandma!” I said while hugging her to death..  “Well, hi!” she said.  “Are you ready to go rafting?”  She asked while pointing to the back of the house.  We ran to the back of the house.  “Hey, where’s the river?”  Joe asked.  “Owww! Dagnamet!  Those trees are in the way again.”  My grandma said.  My granda’s house always has something to do that’s fun.  You might even say it’s a “fun” house.  Any way!  There were eight big palm trees right in front of the river.  “Cool!”  Joe said.  “Race you guys!”  he said.  We dashed to the trees.  Joe first, me second, and Emily third.


Then I saw a small, green, raft lying against a tree.  “Grandma, can go rafting on our own?”  “sure, but be careful,” she replied.  We tipped the boat in the water, put on our life jackets, and grabbed our paddles.  “Ready to cast off?”  I asked.  “I I captin,” they replied.  We pushed off and we were on our way.  On the way across the river we saw five black fish, one snapper turtle, and a toad that I poked twice.  When we got to the other side of the river and back.  It was pitch black.  We couldn’t see anything.  “Oh no.  Were lost!”  I said.  “Help!”  No reply.  “Help!” 

Choose the best conclusion to wrap up this story from the following possibilities...
Conclusion #1

My grandma shined a light in my face.  She asked us what happened.  We got off of the raft and went home.  That's my adventure!

Conclusion #2

We heard footsteps moving on the riverbank, but we couldn't see anything.  It was grandma.  See got a branch and pulled us in.  The end.  

Conclusion #3

Then a light shined right in my face.  “Hey, what’s with all the racket?”  It was my grandma.  “Yehh!” Emily yelled.

Then my grandma pulled us in with a branch, and we ate some smores while telling scary stories.  That day was scary, but it was one great adventure.

