Mini-Lesson:  What’s in a Word?
Goal:
  Students will brainstorm more interesting words for “everyday words” and use them in their writing.
TEKS:   4.19E  edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice
Source:  6+1 Traits Writing (Culham), p.170)  
Lesson Procedure:
1. Choose a word that everyone uses when things are going well or to describe a good situation, such as cool. 
2. Ask students to write a list of other everyday words and phrases that mean the same thing – things they might hear in conversation or find in stories.  Also have students go home and interview one or two people from an earlier generation for more synonyms

3. Sort words into 3 categories:  1)  the way I say it,  2) they way my parents say it, and 3) they way my grandparents say it.  Make a chart and continue to add to it as the year progresses.

4. Students examine their papers for words they can replace with more interesting words.
