Mini-Lesson:   Slinky City
Goal:  Students will visualize the importance of sentence variety in their 
            work.

TEKS:  
· 4.18B:  Write in complete sentences, varying the types such as compound and            complex to match meanings and purposes.
· 4.19E:  Edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice.  

Source:  6 + 1 Traits of Writing  by Ruth Cullam
Lesson Procedure:

1. Give each student a slinky or a rubber band. (Variation:  Give 
Two students a slinky and have them stand before the class and take direction from the class about how far to stretch the slinky.)

2. On the overhead, show students a piece of writing. As you read each sentence aloud with them, have them stretch their slinky or rubber band to match the length of the sentences.
3. After reading quite a few sentences, ask students to stop and discuss the length of the sentences they have just heard. Were they all the same length or were some short and snappy while others were long and languid?
4. Read another piece (i.e. “Remembering Our Flag” on page 189). This piece has a variety of sentence lengths in it and will challenge students to stretch and contract their slinkies or rubber band to match the sentence length. Ask questions about the length of the sentences in this piece.
5. After you have read both pieces, ask students: Which one had the greatest variety in sentence length and structure? Which was more fluent? Which held their attention? On a chart create with students your own criteria for good sentences should look like and how they function in  good writing.

