Mini-Lesson:  A Room With A View
Goal:  Students visualize a room they know well and focus on elaborating on details.   
TEKS:  4.19C   Revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining and rearranging text.
4.19B   Develop drafts by categorizing ideas, organizing them into paragraphs, and blending paragraphs within larger units of text.  

Source:

Lesson Procedure:  

1. Have students close their eyes and think of a room they know well.

Ask them to think of all the details in that room.  (Remember, a detail can be anything in that room, including smells and memories of people in the room).

2. Ask them to open their eyes and write down five quick details about the room.  

3. Have them find a partner and take turns asking each other questions about each detail to make it more specific.  Write down the specific details next to the original.  

Extension:  Suggest that students find a detail in their own writing that needs to be made more specific.  Their writing partner to ask questions that might help them make the detail more vivid and precise.
