Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement

A pronoun is a word that is used in place of a noun.  The noun that the pronoun replaces is called the antecedent.  Some examples of pronouns are I, she, him, we, myself, and your.  

· A pronoun must match the noun it is replacing in a sentence.  Look at the sentence below.

                               

The pronoun it replaces her sleeping bag in the sentence.

· When people write, they sometimes use the wrong pronoun to refer to a noun.


.

What is wrong with this sentence?

There are two sleeping bags that were laid on the ground.  The pronoun needs to stand for both sleeping bags.  The sentence should be written like this:


· It is not always clear what the pronoun refers to.  

Now look at these sentences:


Who or what is funny-the girls or the movies?

It is not clear what the pronoun They refers to.  There are two different ways to rewrite the sentences so that the reader can understand what is funny:
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Mary rolled up her sleeping bag and put it in the car.





The girls unrolled their sleeping bags and laid it on the ground.





The girls unrolled their sleeping bags and laid them on the ground.





The girls will watch some movies after school.  They are very funny.





The girls will watch some movies after school.  The movies are very funny.





The girls will watch some very funny movies after school.








