Mini-Lesson:  Picture This

Goal:  Students look closely at a poster-sized art print and practice identifying details, elaborating, and adding to their descriptions.

TEKS:  4.19C   Revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text.
Source:  6+1 Traits of Writing (Culham), pg. 59
Lesson Procedure:
1. Bring in a poster-sized art print of a complex and interesting work that you think your students would enjoy analyzing.  

2. Display the print and ask students to write down what they see in a series of statements.  

3. Now, take six precut pieces of paper, which together would cover the entire piece, and cover five-sixths of the print.  Ask students to look closely at what they see and describe it.
4. Continue moving the paper so that students get a chance to describe all six parts of the poster out of context.

5. Finally, uncover the whole picture again and ask them to describe it one more time.  Not only will they be more focused and use better description, but they will also create a richer variety of work as a class.   
      Extension:  Have student take something they have previously written, find a small portion that they would like to focus on descriptively.  Tell them to focus on that portion of their essay just as they did a small piece of the artwork.

