Mini-Lesson:  “Getting Out of the Maze”

Goal:   Student will create a random list of details from a narrative or expository piece and then determine what does not matter, write questions about missing information, and order events/information.  

TEKS:  

4.19C   Revise selected drafts by adding, elaboration, deleting, combining, and rearranging text. 
4.19D  Revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas.

Source:  Creating Writers:  Through 6-Trait Writing Assessment and Instruction, (Spandel), pg.  201)

Lesson Procedure:

1. Explain that sometimes reading a piece of writing that is not organized can be like running through a giant maze.  Show a picture of a maze and brainstorm a list of ways writing can be like a maze if it is not organized (It’s easy to get lost.  You’re not sure which way the story is going.). 
2. Tell the students that the purpose of today’s mini-lesson is to practice organizing writing so that it is easier for the reader to follow.

3. Give students sentence strips containing the sentences below.
4. Read aloud sentences on the strips and one or two blank strips.  Ask students to pull out details that do not matter and fill in what’s missing.  Lastly, work together to sequence the events in a logical order.      
Sentence Strip Sentences:

We went to Baskin Robbins to buy ice cream.

There were so many flavors that I could not make up my mind.

It was 4:00 in the afternoon.

Sometimes decisions are just too tough because you want to try everything.

The weather outside was freezing.

I hope I don’t get too fat.

I read the names of the flavor.

Hurry and make up your mind,” Mama demanded.

I read the names of the flavors.

I read names like Orange Delight, Banana Split Wonder, Chunky Pecan Pie, Toasted Almond, and Triple Chocolate.
I narrowed my choices to Triple Chocolate and Banana Split Wonder.

My mother likes orange delight.
My sister likes all of the flavors.

We were going shopping afterward.

I finally chose the chocolate.

We all left with smiles on our faces and satisfaction in our stomachs.

 The man selling the ice cream was wearing a blue shirt with a red tie.
