Mini-Lesson:  Is More Always Better?

Goal:
  Students will rewrite road signs using “flowery language” to show why more is not always better!  Sometimes one or two words work more effectively than longer, more descriptive sentences.
TEKS:   4.19E  edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice
Source:  6+1 Traits Writing (Culham), p.162-163)  

If your students have discovered descriptive language and are trying just a little too hard to make sure every sentence is chock full of it, you might show them the other side of the coin.
Lesson Procedure:
1. Show students pictures of road signs or brainstorm a list of road signs they have seen.  

2. As a group, rewrite one of the signs using flowery and highly descriptive language.
3. Compare the original to the rewrite and challenge students to be specific about why one is more effective than the other.  

4. Ask students to rewrite a road sign and share with a partner.

Example:

Road sign:  Caution:  Children Crossing

Rewrite:      You better slow down a little.  There are some pretty nice kids who go to school here and they often walk or ride their bikes along here.  Sometimes they aren’t listening and looking for traffic, and it could be dangerous for them if you didn’t slow down.”

