Mini-Lesson:  Experiment with Endings
Goal:   Students will listen to examples of three types of endings read aloud 

(Circular, Emotional, Surprise) and practice categorizing the endings of poems and stories (See Resource Materials below) in small groups.   
TEKS:  4.19D   Revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas.

Source:  The Revision Toolbox:  Teaching Techniques That Work (Heard, pgs. 46-48)
Lesson Procedure:

1. Introduce three new alternatives for ending a composition besides “The End”.   Read aloud an example of each kind of ending.   

Circular Endings- An ending that circles back to the way the composition begins.  The writer uses the same thing at the beginning and at the end.  


The Paperboy by Dav Pilkey

“My Grandpa” (See attached poem)


“Poem” by Langston Hughes


Through Grandpa’s Eyes by Patricia MacLachan
Emotional Endings- Think about the emotional tone (funny, sad) of the story you have written and compose an ending that matches that feeling.  
When I Was Young In the Mountains by Cynthia Rylant





Comet’s Nine Lives by Jan Brett
Surprise Endings- The story does not end the way you thought it would.  (Hint:  Try revisiting familiar stories when introducing this kind of ending.)  

    Charlie Anderson by Barbara Abercrombie
White Dynamite and Curly Kidd by Bill    Martin, Jr., and John Archambault

2. Divide the students into small groups.  Give each group a short text example of each of the three endings introduced during the whole group.  

3. The students read and discuss the endings and label each selection as circular, emotional or surprise.

OR

Divide the students into small groups.  Ask each group to try to write a different ending to one of the example narratives used during the discussion.  Discuss the alternate endings as a large group.
My Grandpa

My Grandpa is not around.


I loved him.  


He used to give me candy.


He takes me places.  


He used to take me swimming.  


He delivered me and my sister and brother.


I liked when he held me.  


My Grandpa is not around.  
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