Mini-Lesson:  “No Becauses, Ands, or Buts”
Goal:   Students will work with different sentence constructions to enhance the fluency of their writing.    

TEKS:  
4.19C:  Revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text.  

4.19E: Edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice.
Source:  6+1 Traits of Writing (Culham), pg. 202
Lesson Procedure:
1 Give students a piece of writing with all punctuation and capital letters removed.
2. Read aloud, pausing clearly and fully for each comma, semicolon, period, or question mark, and using plenty of inflection to accentuate the punctuation.

3. Ask students to fill in the punctuation they hear as you read.  

4. Then, let them try this strategy on their own, reading to themselves.  They can also read their drafts, adding punctuation as needed.  

5. Next, give students a piece in which you have hooked all independent clauses together with ands or buts or becauses.  

6. Ask them to rewrite the piece, removing some of the ands, buts, and becauses as needed for increased fluency.    
