Mini-Lesson:   2-3-1 Format for Organization

Goal:  Students will explore another option for organizing their writing by rating details in order of importance.
TEKS:  

4:19C  Revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text.

4.19D  Revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas.

Source:  Teaching the Qualities of Writing (Portalupi, Fletcher) 
Lesson Procedure:

1. Explain to students that it is tempting to lead with the most interesting detail or important fact.  The problem is that the reader can become bored by the least important “stuff” at the end of the piece.  

2. One option for organizing a piece is to keep track of what’s most important and be sure to include it in the end of your composition.
3. Read aloud “Pigeon Madnes,s” an excerpt from It’s Disqusting and We Ate It by James Solheim.  (See below)
4. Ask students to recall details from the piece read aloud and list them on a chart.  Then, number each detail in order of importance  

(1-most important).  
5. Students will return to their writing and practice numbering details in order of importance.  “Now, see if you can end your writing with a bang!”

Pigeon Madness, from It’s Disgusting and We Ate It

By James Solheim


The passenger pigeon was probably the most abundant bird ever to appear on the earth.  Millions of birds often blocked out the sun and turned day to night.  Yet an army of hunters wiped the passenger pigeon out in only a few decades.  Hunters sometimes netted five hundred passenger pigeons at a time.  One tiny town in Michigan shipped out at least seven million dead birds a day during the early part of 1869.

When the birds became rare, hunters went after them even harder.  Pigeon meat had grown into a huge industry, and pigeon traders still needed to make a living.  Soon the birds couldn’t even settle down to nest because people shot them every place they landed.  The last passenger pigeon died in 1914.  

