Working With Words Block

(MxM= Month by Month Phonics for Upper Grades

M = Modifying the Four Blocks for Upper Grades)

	Goals
	Goal Statement
	Activities
	Reference

	Goal 1:  Learning high-frequency, commonly misspelled words
	Teach students the correct spelling for high-frequency, often irregularly-spelled words such as they, friend, could, there, their, they’re, right, write, etc.
	Word Wall
	MxM pp. 4-7 and  monthly activities

M 158-166

	Goal 2:

Learning 1- and 2- syllable words that follow a pattern, but are used less frequently

	Teach students how to decode and spell 1- and 2- syllable words based on words they already know.  Students who can read Crest, on the toothpaste tube should be able to decode and spell other rhyming words such as best, rest, pest, infest, and request.
	Brand Name Phonics
	MxM 4-7 and  monthly activities



	
	
	Making Words
	MxM 8-9 and monthly activities

M 169-170;

Additional resources:

Making Words, Making Big Words, Making More Words, Making More Big Words (Cunningham and Hall)

	
	
	Brand or Bland?
	M 166-167

	
	
	Riming Relay
	M 167-168

	Goal 3:

Spelling words with two or more possible patterns
	Teach students that spelling rhyming words is not as easy as decoding them because some rhymes, such as right/bite; claim/name; toad/code, have two spelling patterns.  The reader has to develop a visual checking system and learn to use a dictionary when he is unsure about which pattern looks right.
	What Looks Right?
	MxM 9 and monthly activities

	
	
	Rhyming Relay
	M 171

	Goal 4:  Decoding and spelling polysyllabic words
	Teach students key words containing the major prefixes, suffixes and spelling changes and how to use these to decode, spell, and build meaning for many polysyllabic words.
	Nifty Thrifty Fifty
	MxM 10 and monthly activities;

M 173-174

	
	
	Deductive Word Play
	M174-175

	
	
	Graphic Word Study 
	M175-178

	
	
	Exploring Words and Word Parts
	M177-178

	
	
	Be a Mind Reader
	MxM 106

	
	
	Prefixes
	MxM 115

	
	
	Suffixes, Endings, & Spelling Changes
	MxM 118

	
	
	Mystery Word Match
	MxM 128

	Goal 5:  Applying strategies while reading and writing
	Teach students to use cross checking while reading and a visual checking system while writing to apply what they are learning as they engage in meaningful reading and writing. 
	Reading and Writing
	MxM 10 and monthly activities;

	
	
	Guess the Covered Word
	MxM 31

M 178

	
	
	Closing in on Words
	M181

	
	
	Editing
	M181

	
	
	Dictation
	M181

	
	
	Word Celebration
	MxM132

	Goal 6:

Analyzing, evaluating, and appreciating words
	Teach student to analyze words, understand relationships between and among words, evaluate word choices and collect words for their own use.
	Word Relationships through Analogies
	M182

	
	
	Analyzing Words with Graphics
	M184

	
	
	Words Connected by Themes
	M185

	
	
	Vocabulary Charades
	M185

	
	
	Round-robin Vocabulary
	M186

	
	
	Get Organized
	M186

	
	
	The Origin of Words
	M186

	
	
	Student Organizers
	M186

	
	
	Group/Partner Discussions
	M 187

	
	
	In Order
	M 187

	
	
	Word Collections
	M 187


