Newspaper Work Station
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Practice with Purpose

Literacy Work Stations for Grades 3-6

By Debbie Diller

This work station is a great way to incorporate current events and nonfiction reading.  It’s a great tie-in for social studies and science.  There are several ways to set it up.

· One way is to cut out newspaper articles of interest for your kids.  Mount the headline, graphics, and article separately on three different pieces of card stock, and cut to size.  Repeat this process for four to five articles.  You might include one from the sports section, another from the food section, one from the front page, and another from the editorials for variety.  Be sure to include articles your students will be able to read and understand on their own.  Then put all the headlines in a zippered plastic gag, all the graphics in another bag, and the articles in a third bag.  Have kids match them, read, and discuss them.  

· Another idea is to use a file folder box to collect newspaper articles.  Fill it with file folders that kids label with categories such as “Community Events,” “Heroes,” “Political Cartoons,” “Mistakes in Newspapers,” “Sports,” “Vocabulary Cartoons,” and “Weather.”  On the front of each folder glue a sample of that type of article.  Again, have students contribute to the files.  Include colored construction paper, scissors, and glue sticks so students can affix each article to a “card” to be added to the file.  You might have each kind of article glued to a certain color to make filing easier.  Include generic question cards for kids to answer about the articles.

· A third way to set up this station is to use a commercially available newspaper for kids, such as the Mini Pages, Time for Kids, or Scholastic News.  (These can be found online also.)  Simply laminate the weekly newspaper, hole-punch it in the upper left-hand corner, and add a 1-inch metal book ring.  Hang the newspaper on a hook and you have an instant newspaper station.

	Troubleshooting

	Possible Problem
	Troubleshooting Ideas

	Kids aren’t reading the news articles, but are doing the recreational activities like puzzles and dot-to-dot games.
	Remind students to read the newspapers first and then do the activities.  If they don’t do this, remove the vis-a-vis pens and other writing objects from this station temporarily. 

	I use our city’s daily newspaper with my students, but it gets really messy because it’s so big and has so many pages.
	Try putting out selected sections each day.  Ask kids which are their favorites and include just those.

	My students get really silly when they come across some of the underwear ads, etc.
	Again, use selected parts.  Screen them before putting them into this station.

	I’d like for my kids to write a newspaper, but it seems like so much work.
	Model, model, model as part of your writer’s workshop.  Show kids how to write a news article; then have them practice at this station.  Use a computer template to make this easier.  Perhaps get a parent to help students, too.  Also limit your class paper publication to two or three editions a year. 

	What do I do with all these news clippings?  My kids are bringing them in faster than I can post them.
	What a great problem to have!  This means the students are really reading and using the newspaper at home.  Ask them for solutions.  One idea is to store old articles in file folders in crates.  Have archivists who periodically weed these out.


Reading and writing news articles gives your students practice with one type of nonfiction used in the real world.  Many state tests include articles as a genre students must be able to comprehend in the upper grades.  Sometimes there are test questions about parts of a news article, such as headlines and captions.  Working with features of news articles at work stations gives students lots of opportunities to become comfortable with this genre.  In addition, it gives them knowledge of real-world events, which expands their background knowledge and prepares them for distinguishing between fact and opinion.
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