Independent Reading Work Station
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While you are meeting with your small guided reading groups, some of your other students can be assigned to the independent reading work station.   This station is an easy option because many teachers already have a classroom library stocked with lots of choices for students to choose from.   

What Students Do in the Classroom Library
· Reading, writing and talking about authors
· Using a “How to Choose Books” chart to choose books for independent reading
· Reading and recommending books to others
· Reading independent-level books
· Writing and posting book reviews of classroom library materials
· Marking favorite pages with bookmarks
· Responding to writing prompts about the book they read
· Choosing question stem cards or TAKS-formatted question cards to respond to 
What Teacher Needs to Model

· How to choose books

· How to recommend books

· How to keep a personal reading log

	Troubleshooting

	Possible Problem
	Troubleshooting Ideas

	No time to organize your classroom library.
	Have your class organize the books.  

	Messy Library
	Have students reorganize the book tubs.  Determine if it is just one or two students being messy, or if it is a class problem.  Assign a student librarian to care for this area. 

	Kids playing around and not reading in the classroom library.
	Post classroom rules made by students including “Reading only-no playing around.” Have students return to their desks if they don’t follow the rules.  

	Kids making inappropriate book choices (too hard, too easy).
	Confer with individuals regularly to check what they are reading.  Offer help to students needing help with book choice.  Do a mini-lesson with the whole class on how to choose an appropriate book.

	Books hoarders
	Have students clean out their desks regularly.

	Torn or damaged books
	Have a container labeled the “Book Hospital”.  Assign student helpers to repair these books with book tape.

	Books disappearing
	Have a book checkout system.  Limit the number of books students can borrow at a time.  Have students create “Wanted” posters for missing books to post in the library.


Ways to keep the Independent Reading Station Going throughout the Year

Here are a few ways to keep this station interesting all year:

· Post student responses and book reviews in the classroom library.  You might want to keep these in a notebook for everyone to read.

· Collect book reviews from the newspaper or internet and keep them in a notebook for students to read.

· Read aloud books daily and add them to the classroom library.  Do a “book blessing” regularly.

· Do author studies with your students.  

· Change book displays to highlight science, social studies and health topics being taught.
How to Assess/Keep Kids Accountable

Time spent in work stations is practice time, so you do not have to grade everything your students practice.  However, students need to be held accountable for what they are doing in the classroom library.

· Observe four or five students in the classroom library daily.  Jot down notes so you don’t forget what you saw and heard.  

· Have students respond in writing to some of the books they are reading.  Let them know how many responses you expect and how you will grade them.  Use a rubric to score responses.

· Students can keep reading logs documenting the books that they are reading at this station.  You may want to collect these logs weekly and note in patterns that you see in the kinds of books and levels of the books they are reading.  
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