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JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

“Success is not a destination, it is a journey”
· Ben Sweetland











April 4, 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

LAST NINE WEEKS BEGINS! – It is hard to believe, but we have completed the first three nine weeks and we are beginning the last nine weeks.  This Monday and Tuesday our eighth grade takes their TAKS Math and Reading tests.  In just a few short weeks we will be wrapping up the school year.  Where does the time go?  This is the time when many students begin to think of summer and start easing up.  In fact, this is the time that we need to kick it in gear and do the very best so we can finish strong.  I reminded our eighth graders recently that they will be the last eighth grade to take the TAKS.  I asked them to give it their best, because their scores will be part of the history of Driscoll.  Now is the time to encourage our kids to give their best, and leave the best.  The truth is that each and every one of them is part of the history of Driscoll.  But, more important is the fact that what they do today will set the precedent for what they will do in the future.  This is the time when everything counts and every grade and effort matters.  Let’s encourage our kids to be their best.  I know I will.  
DRISCOLL BAND TOPS IN COMPETITION – This past Tuesday and Wednesday, our Driscoll bands participated in district competition at Steele High School.  The kids worked very hard to prepare and their performance was amazing.  I am proud to announce that both groups scored straight ones, the highest rating possible.  Driscoll was one of only two schools to get straight ones and take sweepstakes.  Congratulations to all of our students for all of their hard work and excellent performance.  Special recognition to Mr. Richard Gonzales, Head Band Director, and Miss Marianne Condit, Assistant Band Director for their excellent leadership and direction.  This I the nineteenth year in a row that Driscoll has won sweepstakes.  Go Defenders!
DRISCOLL ACADEMIC UIL - On Saturday, April 2, Driscoll students competed in the UIL district meet.  Driscoll took second place overall in the Small School Division.  Driscoll students placed in almost every event which is an amazing achievement. 

Maps, Charts, and Graphs - Adrian Berman and Darien Church placed 5th and 6th respectively for 6th grade. Jonathan Lazcano placed 9th for 7th grade and John Thomas placed 5th for 8th grade.  Medal winners in the event were Madison Beidleman with a 1st place finish for 7th grade, and Ryan Gonzalez and Craig Adams finished 2nd and 3rd respectively for 8th grade. 

Number Sense and Mathematics - Driscoll was well represented and took home the majority of the medals for the Small School Division.  In 6th grade, Stacy Luka placed 1st in both events.  Jenny Hwang and Johnathan Gessner tied for 3rd place in Number Sense.  Antonio Bueno placed 2nd and Darien Church placed 5th in Mathematics.  In 7th grade, Jonathan Lazcano placed 2nd in Number Sense and 9th in Mathematics.  Han Nguyen placed 5th in both events.  Our 8 th grade team was especially strong.  Tristan Pace took home the 1st place medal in both events.  John Thomas placed 2nd in Number Sense, and Marc Pingul was 5th.  Ryan Gonzalez took home the 2nd place medal in Mathematics, John Thomas took 6th, and Craig Adams received an Honorable Mention for his outstanding achievement.  Tristan Pace, Stacy Luka, John Thomas, and Craig Adams will all be participating in the UIL State Meet this Saturday, April 9.

Calculator - Rebekah Brown placed 5th for 6th grade.  Tristan Pace placed 4th, Craig Adams placed 8th, and Ryan Gonzalez placed 7th.   

Social Studies - Craig Adams and Ryan Gonzalez also placed 3rd and 4th for 8th grade respectively.  Sarah Connor took home the 2nd place medal for 6th grade. 

Spelling - 6th grader Darien Church placed 10th, 7th graders Madison Beidleman (2nd) and Han Nguyen (8th), and 8th graders Craig Adams (4th), Tristan Pace (6th), and March Pingul (10th).  

Science - We were represented by 7th graders Jonathan Lazcano (3rd) and Han Nguyen (6th) and 8th graders Craig Adams (2nd), Ryan Gonzalez (7th), and Tristan Pace (9th).  

Dictionary Skills - 6th graders Darien Church and Sarah Connor tied for 5th place.  Madison Beidleman was 7th for 7th grade, and Tristan Pace and Craig Adams tied for 2nd place for 8th grade.  

A special “thank you” goes to our 8th grade “Dream Team” of Craig Adams, Ryan Gonzalez, Tristan Pace, Marc Pingul, and John Thomas who have been dedicated to our UIL team for 3 years.  They have always come with positive attitudes and curious minds which has enabled Driscoll to rise to such heights.  We wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors.  They will be missed and always remembered!  We also want to recognize Ms. Linda Pena, UIL Coordinator, for her hard work, as well as all of our awesome Driscoll UIL coaches.  Go Defenders!
UIL SPEECH – On Thursday, March 31, Driscoll competed in the UIL Speech meet.  Driscoll placed fourth overall in small schools with 72 points.  These points added to the Academic UIL to help propel Driscoll to the Second place overall finish in small schools.  Congratulations to all of our competitors and to Mr. Salvador Valadez for a great job.  Go Defenders! 

ACADEMIC PEP RALLY – Our 3rd 9 weeks Academic Pep Rally will be held this Friday, April 8 for grades 6 and 7.  As announced last week, they will be a little different due to TAKS prep and testing.  The rallies will be held during the 6th and 7th grade lunches.  The 6th grade rally will be at 12:00 and the 7th grade Rally will be at 12:45.  Parents are welcome to attend.
REPORT CARDS – 3rd 9 week report cards were distributed this last Friday, April 1.  Please make sure to ask your child for their report card.  Please make sure to ask your child for their report card.  Remember that report cards must be signed and returned.  This is a District and State policy.
DEFENDER DAY – Our annual Clara Driscoll Day, also known as Defender Day will be held on April 12, 2011.  All 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students that participate in any, sports, fine arts, clubs or other campus organizations will be recognized! A fajita dinner catered by Taco Cabana will be served in the cafeteria.  Attached are more information and a dinner order form.  All dinners will be pre-ordered and must be pre-paid.  Mark your calendars now, and make plans to attend this great event.

President's Volunteer Service Award - For all students keeping track of their volunteer hours and would like to receive this honorable award for your service, please mail a copy of your volunteer hours log by Thursday, April 21st to:  Debra Hidle, 15055 Digger Drive, San Antonio Texas 78247.  Students under the age of 15 must have at least 50 hours and for those 15 and over they must have at least 100 hours.  Should any of you have questions please feel free to contact Debra at either debra@hidleinc.com or (210) 823-6589.

CONTINUED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

DRISCOLL PTA NOMINATIONS – The Driscoll PTA needs you.  Attached are position descriptions and nomination forms.  Please take time to consider serving.
MAC PTA NEEDS YOU - The MacArthur PTSA Nominating Committee is beginning the process of nominating individuals for the 2011-2012 school year PTA Board.  If you are the parent of a Driscoll 8th grader/incoming freshman, and you are interested in serving, you may submit an application.  Please see the attached flyer for more information.
This week at Driscoll, the following events will be taking place:

Monday, April 4, 2011



Tuesday, April 5, 2011
TAKS 8 Math

          TAKS 8 Reading
Art Honor Society  3:30 p.m.  1112
           History Dept Mtg  7:30 a.m.  1213

Wednesday, April 6, 2011
               Thursday, April 7, 2011
N/A

          7/8 Boy/Girl Track Meet 4:30 p.m.

              




Heroes Stadium                 

Friday, April 8, 2011              
                Saturday, April 9, 2011


6/7 Grade Academic PEP Rally



 N/A

             During Lunches
Have A Great Week!

Peter A. Martinez
Principal, Driscoll Middle School
                         “An investment in our children pays the best interest of all.”












“By providing excellence in education, we inspire individuals to become compassionate, productive citizens who value education as a lifelong learning process.”

Driscoll Middle School 

Staff Mission Statement 


