[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


Clara Driscoll Middle School

NORTH EAST INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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www.neisd.net


JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

“Success is not a destination, it is a journey”
· Ben Sweetland











March 7, 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

One More Week! – It is hard to believe that we are already in the month of March, and just one short week from spring break.  We have had a great year so far, with some great achievements, but there is still a way to go.  We had our first TAKS administration last week with the seventh grade writing test.  Soon we will take on the rest of the TAKS test for the last time.  That’s right, after this year we will no longer take the TAKS, we will start taking the STAAR exams.  That is why we have the theme “TACKLE THE TAKS.”  We don’t want to just take the TAKS; we want to knock it out of the park.  We want our kids to be the best they can, and strive for success.  We are going to continue to work hard to get our kids ready.  We will ask for your support and encouragement.  We want you all to enjoy the spring break, and come back ready to finish the year big.  We are only part of the way through this year’s journey to excellence.  But, as Ben Sweetland said, “Success is not a destination, it is a Journey.”  Have a great week!  Go Defenders!
Eighth Grade Parent Meeting – Tonight, March 7, 2011 at 7:00 p.m., there will be a very important meeting for eighth grade parents at your child’s high school campus cafeteria.  This meeting will address important issues and questions regarding your child’s high school education, including graduation requirements, STAAR and End of Course exams, and Healthy Lifestyles.  High School counselors and administrators will be on hand to answer your questions and provide information.  Every high school in NEISD will be holding these meetings, so just go to the high school that your child will attend. Attached are flyers in English and Spanish with more details.  See you there!    
Driscoll Student Council at Muscle Walk – Driscoll Student Council attended the Muscle Walk at Morgan's Wonderland on Saturday, March 5.  11,000 people were in attendance and the kids had a fantastic time. Though it was windy, cold, and rainy during the walk, StuCo members could be heard saying, "It's okay, we are walking for a cause!" For most of them this was their first fundraising experience. To top off the morning, Wing Stop paired up with the Muscular Dystrophy Association and had a contest among schools called, The Wing Stop School Challenge. The school organization that raised the most money would receive a $500 check from Wing Stop. Schools from all over the San Antonio area were involved, including organizations from Madison HS, Brandice HS, and Macarthur HS.  Driscoll Student Council WON the Wing Stop School Challenge, raising just over $1,400.00.  Driscoll students got to run up on stage to take a picture with the big check...they were so PROUD! What a perfect way to end an already magical morning.  Congratulations to our Driscoll Student Council members and to the Student Council sponsor Lori Ramirez.  GO TEAM DRISCOLL!!!
Track Begins – Well, track season is here.  Our Defenders have been training hard as they prepare for another championship season.  This Wednesday, March 9, our boys will have a practice meet at Heroes Stadium starting at 4:30 p.m.  On Thursday, March 10, our girls will have their practice meet at 4:30 at Heroes Stadium.  Come on out and show your support.  Go Defenders!
Softball Hit-A-Thon – On March 26. 2011, the MacArthur Softball teams will be holding a Softball Hit-A-Thon.  It will include a girls’ hit-a-thon, a home run derby, and a hit off softball pitchers.  The event will be held at the MacArthur softball field from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Come out and show your support for Brahma Softball!
Continued Announcements:
Morning Drop-Off – In order to make morning pick-up as safe and smooth as possible, we need your assistance and cooperation.  We need to use the outer lanes for drop-off, with the middle lane for through traffic.  This means that parents dropping off their kids need to drive slowly and watch for students being dropped off.  Also, please pull up as far as possible up to the speed bumps right before the crosswalk.  Vehicles often stop right at the entry, which causes a back up in traffic.  By pulling all the way up, we can drop off more students and move more vehicles.  Also, please drop off your students as quickly as possible.  If you need to stop to talk with your student, or you need to go into the building, please pull into the parking area and park your vehicle.  Parking your vehicle or standing for an extended period backs up traffic and can create an unsafe situation.  Whenever possible, we will have an officer in that area to help with traffic flow.  Thanks for your help.

No Pick-Up at 3:10 – In line with the 10in/10out rule, please be aware that students will not be called out of class from 3:10 until the dismissal bell.  If you need to pick up your child for any reason during that time, please send a note to attendance in the morning, or call ahead to allow adequate time to call out your child and have them gather their things in order to leave.

McDonalds – Recently we have seen several students going to McDonalds after school.  Please understand that once the students leave campus, we cannot supervise them, and there is no sidewalk going towards Bulverde so it is very unsafe.  Please discourage your kids from walking to the McDonalds.

Tutoring Buses – Our late buses are running every Monday and Thursday.  Students are able to stay for tutoring or practice from 3:40 until 4:40.  If you want your child to stay for tutoring, you must complete an authorization form which is available in our front office.  Please contact your child’s teacher and/or team, as a student must be with their teacher for the entire time, in order to ride the late buses.  

Bus Notes - If your child must ride a different bus, for any reason, administration needs a note from the parents.  The note should be taken to the front office early in the day, because an administrator must make phone contact with the parent to confirm the request.  Notes that are not received in time to confirm the request cannot be approved.

Checking in at front office – Just a reminder that all parents and visitors must check in at the front office when arriving at Driscoll regardless of which office or department you are visiting.  This is an important safety issue, and a district requirement.
This week at Driscoll, the following events will be taking place:

Monday, March 7, 2011



Tuesday, March 8, 2011
NJHS Meeting 3:30 @ Room 1112
         N/A
Wednesday, March 9, 2011
               Thursday, March 10, 2011
Boy’s Track Meet 4:30 p.m.
               Girl’s Track Meet 4:30 

                Heroes Stadium  


Heroes Stadium



               TELPAS Testing

Friday, March 11, 2011              
                Saturday, March 12, 2011


Exams – PE Electives




 Spring Break – Have Fun and Be Safe
Stand Up and Defend 9:00 MPR

Have A Great Week!

Peter A. Martinez
Principal, Driscoll Middle School
                         “An investment in our children pays the best interest of all.”












“By providing excellence in education, we inspire individuals to become compassionate, productive citizens who value education as a lifelong learning process.”

Driscoll Middle School 

Staff Mission Statement 


