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JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

“Success is not a destination, it is a journey”
· Ben Sweetland











March 21, 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! – I hope that you all have enjoyed your Spring Break.  Now, we are on daylight savings time, and we are racing to the end of the year.  Now is the time to encourage our kids to do their very best, because time is running out.   They need to be in attendance every day, all day.  They need to be turning in their work on time, and coming in for tutoring and assistance whenever it is available.  Now is the time to take advantage of the late buses, and extra support that is available to all of our students.  Now is the time to get focused and push towards a great TAKS test and a great finish to our year.  Remember that as long as there is time, there is hope, and if you grab hold of that hope and give your very best, everything else is possible.  We look forward to seeing all of you again.  Go Defenders! 
CHOIR PERFORMS WELL IN COMPETITION – We had 14 men who sang on Thursday, March 3, 2011, 12 of whom had never competed before at UIL.  They represented our school very well, and earned an overall rating of "3."  Our men are all eager for what they will do next year to improve and conquer!   

On Friday, March 4, 2011, the combined group of 7th and 8th grade ladies totaled 37 singers.  These ladies were excellent and demonstrated great skill in their performance and in the sight-reading room.  They earned an overall rating of "2."  In reviewing the judges' comments and performance CD, they understand where they can improve, and they also look forward to becoming even better for next year.

Congratulations to all or men and ladies for a job well done.  Special thanks and recognition to Brianne Woodward for the awesome job as choir director.  Go Defenders!
DRISCOLL DEBATE - Over 70 middle school students from nine of our campuses took part in the competition where students take on the roles of legislators and debate over some of the most important issues of our times.  Students from debate and ACL reading classes were divided into three chambers for a three-hour session.  Topics included were: education finance, farming regulations, environmental policies, bullying, and military service to mention a few.  Students debated, amended, and eventually voted on issues that required hours of research and preparation. The top ten students from each house were recognized in the awards ceremony at the end of the day. 
Driscoll was represented by Adrian Berumen and Jonathan Lazcano.  Congratulations to Jonathan Lozcano who took ninth place in house two.  Special thanks and recognition to our student debaters, Coach Salvador Valdez, and the parents who attended. Go Defenders!
ONE ACT ADDITION – In addition to taking first place and the acting awards, we had an oversight on one other award.  Congratulations to Ben Turner who was recognized as Honor Crew, for his excellent work.  Way to go Ben.  Go Defenders!

TUTORING BUSES – Our late buses are running every Monday and Thursday.  Students are able to stay for tutoring or practice from 3:40 until 4:40.  If you want your child to stay for tutoring, you must complete an authorization form.  Please contact your child’s teacher and/or team, as a student must be with their teacher for the entire time, in order to ride the late buses.  I have attached the bus form in English and Spanish with the current routes.  Forms are also available in the front office.  Please make sure to indicate which stop your child will take.
BOOK FAIR - Spring Book Fair, hosted by the Twig Book Store, from Tuesday March 29th through Friday April 1st.  Hours are 7:45 - 3:45.  Students are scheduled to preview and shop through their Reading/ACL classes.  Funds raised will be used for the purchase of new display furniture, book club books, and other materials for the library. 
MAC PEP SQUAD – Interested in joining the MacArthur Pep Squad.  There will be an informational meeting on April 4, 2011 at 7 p.m. in the Mac cafeteria.  No tryouts required.  Anyone interested in Pep Squad for next year should attend.

ENVIRONMENTAL “ONE WORLD CHALLENGE” – Attached is a flyer for the PTA sponsored challenge.  We had several entries last year and Claire Schexnayder was one of the winners who went to Austin to be recognized.  Any students interested should submit entries, to our PTA president Jill Schexnayder as soon as possible as they must turned in to the contest by the end of the month.  You can contact Jill at jilschex@hotmail.com.  Let's get Driscoll out there once again.  Go Defenders!

COTILLION – All 8th graders can still be part of the Spring Cotillion on April 9th, 2011.  The cost is $60.00 for any new comers but all are welcome!!!  If you are interested you may contact Jill Schexnayder at jilschex@hotmail.com.

CONTINUED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

MORNING DROP-OFF – In order to make morning pick-up as safe and smooth as possible, we need your assistance and cooperation.  We need to use the outer lanes for drop-off, with the middle lane for through traffic.  This means that parents dropping off their kids need to drive slowly and watch for students being dropped off.  Also, please pull up as far as possible up to the speed bumps right before the crosswalk.  Vehicles often stop right at the entry, which causes a back up in traffic.  By pulling all the way up, we can drop off more students and move more vehicles.  Also, please drop off your students as quickly as possible.  If you need to stop to talk with your student, or you need to go into the building, please pull into the parking area and park your vehicle.  Parking your vehicle or standing for an extended period backs up traffic and can create an unsafe situation.  Whenever possible, we will have an officer in that area to help with traffic flow.  Thanks for your help.

NO PICK-UP AT 3:10 – In line with the 10in/10out rule, please be aware that students will not be called out of class from 3:10 until the dismissal bell.  If you need to pick up your child for any reason during that time, please send a note to attendance in the morning, or call ahead to allow adequate time to call out your child and have them gather their things in order to leave.

BUS NOTES - If your child must ride a different bus, for any reason, administration needs a note from the parents.  The note should be taken to the front office early in the day, because an administrator must make phone contact with the parent to confirm the request.  Notes that are not received in time to confirm the request cannot be approved.
LUNCH ACCOUNTS - We just wanted to say Thank You to those of you who have paid back monies to our bookkeeper for the lunch program we ran in January.  We also want to thank those parents who generously donated monies to this fund.  However, we have only collected approximately one-third of the monies loaned out.  So, if you received an email regarding lunch monies due, please take care of this when we return from spring break.  We will continue to do everything we can to make sure every student eats.  Sometimes that means providing them with cheese crackers and a juice box.  However, please realize that it is up to you to please sure that you send your students with lunch or provide them money to pay for lunch.
This week at Driscoll, the following events will be taking place:

Monday, March 21, 2011



Tuesday, March 22, 2011
Exams – Reading/English
          Exams- English/Reading/Math
Art Honor Society  3:30 p.m.  1112
          Boys’ Track Meet  4:30 p.m.  Heroes Stadium



          Orchestra UIL Concert  7:00 p.m.  Cafeteria

Wednesday, March 23, 2011
               Thursday, March 24, 2011
Exams – Math/Science/History
                 Exams – Science/History

Girls’ Track Meet  4:30 p.m.  Heroes Stadium            Advanced Band Concert & Spaghetti 


             Dinner & Auction  7p.m.  Cafeteria/Gym    
Friday, March 25, 2011              
               Saturday, March 26, 2011


Exams – Make-up




TAKS Super Saturday
Have A Great Week!

Peter A. Martinez
Principal, Driscoll Middle School
                         “An investment in our children pays the best interest of all.”












“By providing excellence in education, we inspire individuals to become compassionate, productive citizens who value education as a lifelong learning process.”

Driscoll Middle School 

Staff Mission Statement 


