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JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

“Success is not a destination, it is a journey”
· Ben Sweetland










February 28, 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

TAKS Writing This Week – This Tuesday we begin our TAKS testing with our 7th grade TAKS/TAKS M Writing test.  Students need to be prepared for two tests: essay and skills multiple choice.  Testing sessions are lengthy, so every student should eat a good breakfast and be well rested. Please bring a #2 pencil only and make sure electronics are not taken into the testing room. Students should leave phones and other electronics at home or in their lockers.  They may not have them in their possession during testing.  Violation of this testing policy can result in the student’s test being invalidated.  All of the Driscoll administrators and staff, especially Mrs. Avitia, Mrs. Greene, and Ms. Ramirez hope everyone scores a "4!" GO-DEFENDERS-GO!!! TACKLE TAKS!!!
History Fair Big Hit – The annual Driscoll History Fair produced some excellent displays, projects and performances.  The local winners are:
Individual Exhibits

Third Place – The Vietnam War – Hunter Stich

Second Place – Dropping the Bomb: Moral Debate – Joseph Ramirez

First Place - Brown v. the Board of Education -Angelica Fernandez

Group Exhibits

Honorable Mention – Women’s Rights – Taylor Terrell and Jenna Johnson

Third Place – Cuban Missile Crisis – Kitty Davis and Emily Ituriaga

Second Place – Woman’s Rights – Jordyn Shipman and Allison Trevino

First Place – Dropping of the Atomic Bomb: The Debate – Sydney Barnhart and Haley Gurick

Individual Websites

Second Place – Iran Hostage Crisis – Charlie Mikuls

First Place – Cuban Missile Crisis – Zachary Bailey

Group Websites

Third Place – Food Processing Debated: The Jungle – Britten Burcha rdt and Emily Batha

Second Place – Right to Bear Arms – Devon Kane and Nicole Perez

First Place – Polio Vaccine Debate – Raven Reyna and Christina Smith

Papers

Honorable Mention – Brown vs. the Board of Education - Maria Andrade 

Third Place – Dropping the Atomic Bomb – Ryan Gonzalez

Second Place – Debate over the Plans for the San Antonio Riverwalk – Abigail Conrad

First Place – The Mexican American War: Border Dispute - Jacob Martinez

Performances

Second Place – Brown v the Board of Education – Rachel Gornitz, Tristan Pace, Nathaniel Johnston

First Place – The Manhattan Project – Craig Adams, Steven Cardone, Bob Miller, Kye Moraweitz

Individual Documentary

Third Place – Fashion Change from 1920 – 1930 – Alexis Parsons

Second Place – The Vietnam War – Alexandria Otero

First Place – Women’s Right to Vote – Alyssa Parsons

The First and Second place winners are eligible to compete in the Regional Fair on the weekend of February 25.  Congratulations to all our Driscoll Historians, and special thanks and congratulations to Margaret Erickson for all of her hard work in organizing this great event.

Driscoll Wins Big at One Act Play - The First Place for the 2011 UIL One Act Play for Zone 2 goes to Driscoll Middle School with their production of Rough Magic by Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa. This is the first time in 7 years that Driscoll has placed at UIL One Act Play and they did it in style with a clean sweep of the acting awards:

      Best Actress: Alexandra Otero 8th Grade      

      Best Actor: Brennan Dinglasan 8th Grade

      Honorable Mention Cast: Nicholas Guerrero 8th Grade   

      Honorable Mention Cast: Raymond Russell 7th Grade

Congratulations to all our Driscoll actors and actresses, and special congratulations to Mr. Salvador Valadez, Driscoll theatre teacher.  Go Defenders!

Great Season for Girls Basketball – Our Lady Defenders did an awesome job representing Driscoll in Basketball.  Our seventh grade girls won District by defeating Ed White Middle School to finish the season undefeated.  They won fourth place in the district end of season tournament.  Our eighth grade girls are the district co-champions, and they won second place in the end of season tournament.  Congratulations to all of our girls and our coaching staff for a great season.  This is the first time that both our boys and girls, seventh and eighth grade teams all either won their district, or were co-champions.  Go Defenders!  
Golf Begins – This Monday, February 8, our Driscoll golfers will begin practices.  Any seventh or eighth student interested in participating should contact Coach Koudelka in room 2118.  
School Choice Deadline – The opportunity to request a school through the School Choice process will be ending Monday, February 28, 2011 at the end of the business day.  We are unable to accept a school choice request form after this date and time. 
Progress Reports This Week – This Friday, March 4, we will be distributing progress reports during advisory.  Please make sure to ask your child for their progress report, and make sure to sign and return. 
Continued Announcements:
Morning Drop-Off – In order to make morning pick-up as safe and smooth as possible, we need your assistance and cooperation.  We need to use the outer lanes for drop-off, with the middle lane for through traffic.  This means that parents dropping off their kids need to drive slowly and watch for students being dropped off.  Also, please pull up as far as possible up to the speed bumps right before the crosswalk.  Vehicles often stop right at the entry, which causes a back up in traffic.  By pulling all the way up, we can drop off more students and move more vehicles.  Also, please drop off your students as quickly as possible.  If you need to stop to talk with your student, or you need to go into the building, please pull into the parking area and park your vehicle.  Parking your vehicle or standing for an extended period backs up traffic and can create an unsafe situation.  Whenever possible, we will have an officer in that area to help with traffic flow.  Thanks for your help.

No Pick-Up at 3:10 – In line with the 10in/10out rule, please be aware that students will not be called out of class from 3:10 until the dismissal bell.  If you need to pick up your child for any reason during that time, please send a note to attendance in the morning, or call ahead to allow adequate time to call out your child and have them gather their things in order to leave.

McDonalds – Recently we have seen several students going to McDonalds after school.  Please understand that once the students leave campus, we cannot supervise them, and there is no sidewalk going towards Bulverde so it is very unsafe.  Please discourage your kids from walking to the McDonalds.

Tutoring Buses – Our late buses are running every Monday and Thursday.  Students are able to stay for tutoring or practice from 3:40 until 4:40.  If you want your child to stay for tutoring, you must complete an authorization form which is available in our front office.  Please contact your child’s teacher and/or team, as a student must be with their teacher for the entire time, in order to ride the late buses.  

Bus Notes - If your child must ride a different bus, for any reason, administration needs a note from the parents.  The note should be taken to the front office early in the day, because an administrator must make phone contact with the parent to confirm the request.  Notes that are not received in time to confirm the request cannot be approved.

Checking in at front office – Just a reminder that all parents and visitors must check in at the front office when arriving at Driscoll regardless of which office or department you are visiting.  This is an important safety issue, and a district requirement.

This week at Driscoll, the following events will be taking place:

Monday, February 28, 2011



Tuesday, March 1, 2011
N/A

         TAKS 7th Grade Writing
Wednesday, March 2, 2011
               Thursday, March 3, 2011
N/A

                UIL Choir Competition @ Roosevelt
                 

Friday, March 4, 2011              
                Saturday, March 5, 2011


UIL Choir Competition @ Roosevelt
                  N/A
Progress Report Distribution
Have A Great Week!

Peter A. Martinez
Principal, Driscoll Middle School
                         “An investment in our children pays the best interest of all.”












“By providing excellence in education, we inspire individuals to become compassionate, productive citizens who value education as a lifelong learning process.”

Driscoll Middle School 

Staff Mission Statement 


