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JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

“Success is not a destination, it is a journey”
· Ben Sweetland











February 14, 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

Dr. Middleton Retires – If you have not heard, Dr. Middleton is retiring as the Superintendent of NEISD.  After 21 years of leadership, Dr. Middleton has made the decision to move on.  We often hear the term “era” used.  I believe it is safe to say that 21 years in the history of NEISD can be considered an era.  During that era, we have seen NEISD grow, our student numbers soar, and NEISD has become one of the top districts in the state and in the nation.  

David Brinkley once said “A successful man is one who can lay a firm foundation with the bricks others have thrown at him.”  Dr. Middleton has laid a great foundation which is NEISD.  We wish Dr. Middleton the very best as he moves on and we look forward to continued excellence and success for our district, our school, and most important, our students.  
Bad Weather Make-Up Day – Due to the instructional day lost to inclement weather on Feb. 4, 2011, the district has determined that a make-up day is needed for the 2010-2011 school year.  Therefore, Monday, February 21, 2011 has been designated as a regular school day.  This was originally scheduled to be a teacher workday, and student holiday, but it was also marked as a bad weather make-up day.   

Parent Meeting – On Tuesday, February 15, we will have a very special parent meeting.  We will have two distinguished guest speakers discussing some of the most prevalent issues currently affecting our youth.  Discussions will include, but not be limited to:  bullying, eating disorders, self-injury and depression.  The Meeting will begin at 6:30, with refreshments provided by our wonderful PTA.  Please take time to come and hear about these very important topics.  Attached is a flyer with more information. 
From The Counseling Office – I want to start by expressing my apologies for not announcing that last week was National Counseling Week.  It is still not too late to take time to let our counselors know how much we appreciate their hard work and the important role they play in our school and in the lives of our students.
Counseling has asked that I share the following two items with you:

· With so many students being out due to illnesses lately, we have had an increased number of homework requests. Many parents call in too late in the day to pick up the homework for that particular day. Our policy is that homework can be requested on the 3rd day of being absent.  You need to call the counseling office by 9:00 AM for pickup the same day.  Otherwise, pick up will have to be the following day.

· If you are moving, or are in the process of moving, whether it is outside of Driscoll's attendance area or still within our boundaries, you must notify the counseling office and provide proper proof of residency.  Failure to provide proof of residency can result in a student being withdrawn from school.

Driscoll Superior in Orchestra Competition – Our Driscoll Orchestra students participated in solo/ensemble contest on Saturday January 29, 2011 at Eisenhower Middle School. 

The following students played solos and received a superior rating of a one and a gold medal: Seth Atanasio, Carmen Aucoin, Samantha Berns, Maria Jose Casillas, Mariana Casillas, Josh Chapa, Elizabeth Deluna, Juliet DeNapoli, Adriana Espinoza, Faith Flores, Bethany Flummer, Erica Gonzalez, Rachel Gornitz, Giselle Guerrero, Carly Gunter, Jenny Hwang, Paige Johnson, Corine Kuhlman, Loren Labuda, Jacob Lambert, Kristen Madore, Jacob Martinez, Victoria Mata, Austen Moore, Lauren Palmer, Anthony Pena, Julia Reyes, Noemi Rodriquez, Katie Spaulding, Grant Thompson, Andrea Vigil and Mikayla Wallace. 

The following students received an excellent rating of two and a silver medal: 

Chloe Anderson, Logan Casey, John Chesterfield, Bonny Chu, Abby Conrad, Adriana Espinoza, Arianna Garcia, Briana Gomez, Sierra Juarez, Grace Kim, Victoria Mata, Sarah Morgan, Loryn Munoz, Holly Quick, Alex Villalobos, and Brandon Wells.

The following students entered duets and received a superior rating of a one and gold medals: Austin Moore, Kristen Madore, Anthony Pena, Jacob Martinez, Madison Hidle, Bethany Flummer, Nicole Perez, Samantha Berns, Karrigan Lowe, Mikayla Wallace, Victoria Mata, Lauren Palmer, Mariana Casillas, Jenny Hwang, Jordan Perez, and Sarah Morgan.

The following students entered duets and received an excellent rating of a two and silver medals: Sarah Hestilow, Abby Conrad, Natalie Perez, Britney Ericson, Esmeralda Loza, Alyssa Parsons, Michaela Broom, Caitlin Olivarez, Franco Velez, Grant Hernandez, Alyssa Gutierrez, and Maria Jose Casillas.

The following students entered ensembles and received a superior rating of a one and gold medals: 
Faith Flores, Evan Lodge, Jacob Lambert, Nicole Perez, Natalie Perez, Britney Ericson, Adriana Espinoza, Noemi Rodriguez, Loryn Munoz, and Andrea Vigil.

The following students entered an ensemble and received an excellent rating of a two and silver medals: 
Esmeralda Loza, Chelsea Theriot, Alyssa Parsons, and Megan Watson.

The following students were selected for Outstanding Performances and special medals for memorizing and receiving a one on their solos:
Jenny Hwang, Erica Gonzalez, and Jacob Lambert. 

Congratulations to all of our awesome orchestra students.  That is a total of 32 silver medals, 58 gold medals, and 3 special medals!  Go Defenders!!!
Special Olympics Medalists – Last week, Driscoll was well represented at the Special Olympics basketball event.   Congratulations to Kyle Toudouze, James Singleton, and Michael Andres who all received Gold Medals.  Go Defenders! 

Healthy Lifestyles Letter – On Friday, February 11, a letter was mailed home to our eighth grade parents from the district.  The letter explains student options with regards to taking Healthy Lifestyles (a High School graduation requirement) in summer school and the process for which an electronic survey will be completed to gauge their interest in the options.  Please make sure you share this information with your children, and let them know they will be prompted to answer survey questions the first time they log on to an NEISD computer during Feb 21 - Mar 4

Lunch Charges – Repeated Announcement:  I regret to inform you that we have exhausted all of the funds we had available to allow students with insufficient funds to purchase lunch.  Each day this fund has to cover the amount charged by the students for that day.  In order for us to be able to continue this, we needed to receive reimbursement to our Bookkeeper, Carla Gutierrez, in order to replenish the funds and allow other students to be able to obtain lunches.  Unfortunately we have not received adequate response from those whose children have used these funds.  

If your child has received any money from this fund, the amount needs to be paid to the Bookkeeper directly.  It cannot be done online or in the cafeteria.  Please send this amount, in cash, to the Bookkeeper in the front office.  Please call or email Mrs. Gutierrez if you have any questions.  Donations to this fund are welcome.  In the mean time, parents, please make sure that you send your students with lunch or provide them money to pay for lunch.
This week at Driscoll, the following events will be taking place:

Monday, February 14, 2011



Tuesday, February 15, 2011
N/A

         Parent Informational Mtg 6:30 p.m. Cafeteria 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011
               Thursday, February 17, 2011
8th Grade Driscoll Stars  7:30 a.m.  Library
                 N/A

Girls BB v Wood  4:30 p.m.

                7-Home/8-Away
                 

Friday, February 18, 2011              
                Saturday, February 19, 2011


N/A


N/A
Have A Great Week!

Peter A. Martinez
Principal, Driscoll Middle School
                         “An investment in our children pays the best interest of all.”












“By providing excellence in education, we inspire individuals to become compassionate, productive citizens who value education as a lifelong learning process.”

Driscoll Middle School 

Staff Mission Statement 


