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Clara Driscoll Middle School

NORTH EAST INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

17150 JONES-MALTSBERGER – SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78247
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JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

“Success is not a destination, it is a journey”
· Ben Sweetland











January 31, 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

Bond Meeting! – The district is currently considering a possible bond election.  There have been three proposal meetings to discuss what will go into the bond proposal to the board.  Among the items being considered is a new middle school.  With the current issues concerning school funding in our state, this bond will represent funding for important changes as well as maintenance and operating needs for up to the next five years.  The next meeting will be held this Thursday, February 3, starting at 7 p.m.  You are invited to attend, and to be part of the discussion as we plan for the future of the district and your children.  Remember that an investment in our children pays the best interest of all.
Boys End of Season Tourney – Monday night, January 31, our Driscoll boy’s 7th and 8th grade basketball teams will play their final regular season games against Bradley Middle School.  Thursday, February 3, they will play the first round of the End of Season Tourney.  8th grade will play at 5:15 p.m. at Bush, and 7th grade will play at 6:30 at Garner.  Their playing time on Saturday, February 5, will be determined by the outcome of Thursdays’ games.  Come out and support our awesome Defenders.  Go Defenders!
Academic UIL – This past Saturday, Driscoll hosted the UIL Academic meet.  Our defenders did a great job, and took third place out of seven schools in attendance.  Special thanks and congratulations to Linda Pena and Tim Fahrenthold for organizing a great event.  Thank you to our parent volunteers for all of their help and support, and to our coaches for their hard work.  Big congratulations to our Driscoll defenders for a job well done.  Go defenders!
Math Counts – This Saturday, February 5, the Driscoll Math Counts team will be competing at the Math Counts regional competition.  The event will be held at St. Mary’s University, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  We wish the very best to our Driscoll competitors:
8th Grade:
Tristan Pace 

                            
Ryan Gonzalez

                            
John Thomas


7th Grade:
Jonathan Lazcano 

                            
Madison Beidleman 

                           
Sarah Morgan 

Go Defenders!
Do the Write Thing – Driscoll submitted a record number of entries in the annual Do the Write Thing contest.  Driscoll had two winners.  We want to extend our congratulations to:

Grade


Student


Teacher


    8


Benjamin Ross Turner
Ellen San Martin


    7


Paz Lorrain Garcia

Jennifer Avitia

These students will be recognized at a special event later this semester.  Special recognition goes to our English Department Head, Elizabeth “Neta” Greene, and to all of our English teachers for all of their hard work in supporting this effort. 

Spinal Screening – State mandated Spinal Screenings for 8th grade will be Feb. 9th and 10th.  Make up screenings will begin Feb. 11th and continue until completed.  The Parent Notification Letter is attached.  It was also distributed through English classes on Friday, 1-28-11. 
Morning Traffic Flow – Our campus officer will be directing traffic in the school drop-off lanes for the next few weeks in order to improve the traffic congestion currently experienced in these lanes.  The inside and outside lanes will be used for student drop offs. We are trying to keep the center lane open so cars can pull out after students have been dropped off.   Drivers will be directed pull their cars up to the yellow speed bumps, thus allowing more cars to be closer to the sidewalks for student drop-off.  Keep in mind this is for student safety.  This will also expedite traffic flow from the street. 

Student Lunch Charges – I regret to inform you that we have exhausted all of the funds we had available to allow students with insufficient funds to purchase lunch.  Each day this fund has to cover the amount charged by the students for that day.  In order for us to be able to continue this, we needed to receive reimbursement to our Bookkeeper, Carla Gutierrez, in order to replenish the funds and allow other students to be able to obtain lunches.  Unfortunately we have not received adequate response from those whose children have used these funds.  

If your child has received any money from this fund, the amount needs to be paid to the Bookkeeper directly.  It cannot be done online or in the cafeteria.  Please send this amount, in cash, to the Bookkeeper in the front office.  Please call or email Mrs. Gutierrez if you have any questions.  Donations to this fund are welcome.  In the mean time, parents, please make sure that you send your students with lunch or provide them money to pay for lunch.
Continuing Reminders – 

Mac Hit-A-Thon – The MacArthur High School Baseball Program would like to invite you and your family to the 2011 Hit-A-Thon at MacArthur Baseball Field on Saturday, February 5th. This will be a fun filled day for your family, so please come and support MacArthur Baseball.  Attached is a flyer with more information.
Nutrition Nuggets – Attached is the Nutrition Nuggets for February, in English and Spanish.  Please take time to review this valuable information, and share it with your children.

Tutoring Buses Start – We will have late buses available for students who stay for TAKS or academic tutoring on Mondays and Thursdays, unless otherwise announced.  Students must have arranged to be with a teacher during the tutoring time and must be with the teacher the entire time, which is until 4:40.  We must have received a signed permission form so that we can assign students to a bus and drop off point.  Drop off is at centralized locations, and not the usual pick up and drop off points.  For questions, please contact your child’s team, or our Academic Dean, Sarah Gonzalez.

Cafeteria Change – School Nutrition Services is attempting to meet the certification requirements for a Healthy School Program with the Alliance for a Healthier Generation.  One of the standards addresses the beverages that are sold in the cafeteria.  School Nutrition Services is in the process of ensuring that all of our beverages are in compliance and making adjustments as necessary.  One of standards will result in the cafeteria no longer having ice tea accessible to students on the serving line.   This change will begin Monday, January 31, 2011.
This week at Driscoll, the following events will be taking place:

Monday, January 31, 2011



Tuesday, February 1, 2011
CIC Meeting  7:30 a.m.  1111
           NAEP Testing 

Boys BB v Bradley  4:30 p.m.

               7-Away/8-Home
Wednesday, February 2, 2011
               Thursday, February 3, 2011
Girls BB v Krueger  4:30 p.m.
                 Boys BB Tourney  4:30 p.m.

                7-Home/8-Away
                     7-Garner 6:30 p.m./8-Bush 5:15 p.m. 

Friday, February 4, 2011              
                Saturday, February 5, 2011


N/A

          Boys BB Tourney   Time TBD




7-Garner/8-Bush




                  MathCounts Competition  8:30 a.m.




St. Mary’s University
Have A Great Week!

Peter A. Martinez
Principal, Driscoll Middle School
                         “An investment in our children pays the best interest of all.”












“By providing excellence in education, we inspire individuals to become compassionate, productive citizens who value education as a lifelong learning process.”

Driscoll Middle School 

Staff Mission Statement 


