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JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE

“Success is not a destination, it is a journey”
· Ben Sweetland











January 24, 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

Tackle the TAKS! – Last Thursday night, we held our first Tackle the TAKS Family TAKS night.  We had a great time, and parents got some great information on the TAKS and how to help their children do their very best.  I want to extend profound thanks to all of our faculty and staff for preparing a great event.   Thank you to our PTA, PALS and NJHS for your help and support.  Special thanks to all of our parents for bring here to support your kids.
Attendance – One of our goals is to have a 98% attendance rate.  We started the year out well, but recently, we have seen a decrease in daily attendance.  I know that there is a great deal of illness going around, and we want everyone to take care of themselves.  However, remember that it is important that our students be here every day possible.  It will help with their achievement academically and as we prepare for the TAKS.  Thank you for your help as we strive for the success of all of our students.
Benchmark Lockdown Wednesday – This Wednesday, January 26, we will have a benchmark lockdown.  That means that students will be testing and will not go on to regular classes until the afternoon.  Remember that benchmarks are important tests, because they help us to identify our areas of need as we prepare for the TAKS test.  Please make sure that your children get plenty of rest on Tuesday night and have a good breakfast Wednesday morning.  Encourage them to do their very best.  Thanks for your help and support.
Driscoll Debate – The 2011 NEISD MS UIL District contest started last January 18 at Tejeda with the Lincoln Douglas Debate prelims.  The top three debaters from each campus competed in three preliminary rounds to advance to today's elimination rounds.  Top Speaker awards were also given to debaters receiving the highest total of speaker points during the preliminary rounds.  Debaters advancing to the elimination rounds will earn sweepstake points for the UIL Academic meet.  
Here are the preliminary round results:

Top Speaker Awards:

Place
Student



School


Coach

3rd 
Adrian Berumen


Driscoll MS

 Sal Valadez

Debaters Advancing to Quarter-finals:

Student

Grade


School


Coach

Jonathan Lazcano
7th grade

Driscoll MS

Sal Valadez

Adrian Berumen
6th grade

Driscoll MS

 Sal Valadez

Congratulations to Coach Salvador Valadez, and to our Driscoll Debaters!
Lunch Charges - Due to district policy that went into affect just prior to the holiday break, Students are no longer permitted to charge in the cafeteria if they do not have money in their account.  Because we want all students to eat, we have started a fund made up from strictly donated money to allow the students to charge.  Each day this fund has to cover the amount charged by the students for that day.  In order for us to be able to continue this, we need for you to reimburse our Bookkeeper, Carla Gutierrez, as soon as possible.  This amount needs to be paid to the Bookkeeper directly.  It cannot be done online or in the cafeteria.  If your student owes the Bookkeeper, please send this amount, in cash, to the Bookkeeper in the front office.  Please call or email Mrs. Gutierrez if you have any questions.  We appreciate your immediate attention to this matter.
Cafeteria Change – School Nutrition Services is attempting to meet the certification requirements for a Healthy School Program with the Alliance for a Healthier Generation.  One of the standards addresses the beverages that are sold in the cafeteria.  School Nutrition Services is in the process of ensuring that all of our beverages are in compliance and making adjustments as necessary.  One of standards will result in the cafeteria no longer having ice tea accessible to students on the serving line.   This change will begin Monday, January 31, 2011.
Tutoring Buses Start – Beginning January 24, 2011, we will have late buses available for students who stay for TAKS or academic tutoring on Mondays and Thursdays, unless otherwise announced.  Students must have arranged to be with a teacher during the tutoring time and must be with the teacher the entire time, which is approximately 4:40.  We must have received a signed permission form so that we can assign students to a bus and drop off point.  Drop off will be at centralized locations, and not the usual pick up and drop off points.  For questions, please contact your child’s team, or our Academic Dean, Sarah Gonzalez.
UIL Academic Meet – Driscoll will be hosting a UIL Academic Meet this Saturday, January 29, 2011. We will have several NEISD middle schools attending the event. Parent volunteers are needed to help us out with concession, hospitality room, movie room, gym supervision, and UIL Team supervision.

 

If you are willing to help out at the meet, please contact Linda Pena (UIL Coordinator) via e-mail at lpena2@neisd.net or call and leave message at school 210-491-6450.

 

Thank you for all your support!

History Fair – Over this last week, the Driscoll Social Studies department has been conducting the History Fair.  Students research and create presentations on topics of interest.  The student presentations are judged, with top winners going on to area competition.  This is a great event that builds the research and presentation skills of our students, and is a great preparation for college.  Thanks to Margaret Erickson, our Social Studies department head, and to our social studies teachers for their support.  The student displays will be open for viewing on Tuesday evening, 1/25/11, with an awards ceremony at 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.
This week at Driscoll, the following events will be taking place:

Monday, January 24, 2011



Tuesday, January 25, 2011
History Fair

          History Fair



          History Fair Ceremony 6:30 p.m.






Café/MPR

Wednesday, January 26, 2011
               Thursday, January 27, 2011
Benchmark Lockdown
                 Boys BB v Wood  4:30 p.m.
Girls BB v Garner  4:30 p.m.
                 

   7-Away/8-Home 

                7-Away/8-Home
                 

Friday, January 28, 2011              
                Saturday, January 29, 2011


N/A

                UIL Academic Meet @ Driscoll
Have A Great Week!

Peter A. Martinez
Principal, Driscoll Middle School
                         “An investment in our children pays the best interest of all.”












“By providing excellence in education, we inspire individuals to become compassionate, productive citizens who value education as a lifelong learning process.”

Driscoll Middle School 

Staff Mission Statement 


