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Welcome to the Properties of Soil Science 
Literacy Bag!  Please use this activity list as your 
guide for fun and learning with this Science Literacy
 Bag.

1. Literature:  Select and read an article:

a. It’s Not Just Dirt!

2. Soil Observations:  Observe the soil sample in

 and record on activity sheet.

3. Making Words:  Use the directions in the bag to complete the making words activity.

4. Soil Talk: Lace the yarn through the holes on 

 the Soil Talk and check your answers.

5. Student Comments:  Write your thoughts in the Student Comment Log.

6. Return:  Put everything back in the bag.

Soil Observations

1. Observe the soil sample.

2. What observations can you make on the properties of the soil sample?

Color: ______________________________________


Particle size: ________________________________________


Texture: ____________________________________________

3. Are there any other objects in the soil sample? 
	
	Yes
	No

	Twigs
	
	

	Rocks
	
	

	Living organism
	
	


4. What other objects were found in the soil sample? Write them down.
5. Is the soil sample a combination soil? Why?
6. Based on the observations made, how would you classify this soil sample, sandy soil, silt, clay? Explain your answer.

	Y
	P
	E
	T
	R
	R
	O
	P


Cut these letters apart.

How many words can you make using the letters you cut out?  Write the words you make in the blanks.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


 Pick 2 words from your list and write a sentence with each word.

Name ________________________

Soil Talk
Lace the string through the holes to match each word with its definition. When you are finished check your answers on the back.

   Vocabulary            Definitions

     Words
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  Soil                     ability to hold        [image: image3.png]



                                materials in
                                such as water
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  Properties          Very fine                [image: image5.png]



                               particles that form  

                               clods when wet
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  Silt                    pieces of rock,        [image: image7.png]



                               decayed particles
                               from Earth
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  Retain                how something        [image: image9.png]



                               feels to touch
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  Texture             material that helps [image: image11.png]



                               classify matter                            

                                placed
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 Clay                     provide for or        [image: image13.png]



                               maintain by supplying 

                               nutrients
[image: image14.png]


  Support             fine sized               [image: image15.png]



                               particles that are
                               smooth and silky


Soil Talk

Purpose: To review properties of soil vocabulary.

TEKS:

3.11 The student knows that the natural world includes earth materials and objects in the sky. The student is expected to:

       (B) identify and record properties of soil such as color and texture, capacity to retain 
water, and the ability to support the growth of plants.

Materials: (per student)

Soil Talk vocabulary card 


Yarn


Bead

Materials: (teacher)


Soil Talk vocabulary card 


Skein of Yarn


Beads


Hand held hole-punch

Directions for making the activity:

1. Copy enough game board cards for the class on cardstock or for group use.

2. Fold paper in half on the dotted line.

3. Punch holes on the bullets or dots. 

4. Cut 1.5 meters of yarn and tie a bead to one end.

5. Thread the end of the yarn through the hole with the bead by the word push.

Directions for using the activity:

1. 
Thread the end of the yarn to the definition of push.

2.  Thread the yarn over the front of the page to the next word position.

3.  Continue threading until all holes are filled with yarn then turn the paper over to check for accuracy.
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Student’s Response

Draw or write what you liked about the article and activities in this science/literacy bag.  
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