The Devil’s Claw
Proboscidea louisianica
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Did you guess it was a seed?  If you did, you are CORRECT!  This amazing plant grows in the dry plains of the southwest.  

Most commonly known as "devil’s claw," this desert hitchhiker is also called "elephant tusks" or "unicorn plant." Each name refers to the plant’s seed pod. The woody capsule splits open at one end into two curved claws or horns. Before the pod splits, the green, fleshy fruit resembles a unicorn’s horn. 
The plant is unusual.  It has large two inch long purple and white flowers.  
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The leaves of the plant are sticky, stinky, and shiny.  
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The fruit is a hairy cucumber-like, hairy pod, with a large, long-beak. The young fruit was sometimes pickled by pioneers.
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When dried, the seed pod is woody, 2-horned, curved and beaked - lending itself to common names that include “elephant tusks” or “unicorn plant.”
[image: image5.jpg]



The seeds are dispersed when the claws of the fruit capsules cling to the legs, hair and wool of grazing animals.
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Humans found many uses for the Devil’s Claw.  Native Americans used it in basket weaving.  
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The black part in this basket came from the Devil’s Claw.  
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