Omnivores
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Some animals eat both plants and animals. They are omnivores. 
Omnivores include different kinds of animals like grizzly bears,  skunks, and raccoons. Some birds are also omnivores like crows, blue jays, and woodpeckers.
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What did you eat today?

If you are like most kids, you probably had meat and plants! Humans are omnivores too! Our teeth are designed to eat both meat and plants. Our front teeth help us rip into meat and bite into fruits and vegetables. Our back teeth are flat and help us grind up meat and chew fruits and vegetables. Other omnivorous animals also have teeth that help them eat both [image: image3.jpg]


plants and animals.
What about bears?

Bears are omnivores. The black bear eats mostly [image: image4.jpg]


plants, but also eats animals such as fish or dead animals they find. 
The grizzly bear is a hunter. It is very good at catching fish. It has long claws to dig insects out of rotting logs and small mammals out of their burrows. Grizzly bears also eat berries, [image: image5.jpg]


roots, and grasses.
The polar bear is also a hunter. It hunts seals. It also eats fish, seabirds, and sometimes, reindeer. In the summer it will also eat berries and other plants. 
Carnivores
[image: image6.wmf]Carnivores are predators that eat meat. They hunt and eat other animals to survive. Most carnivores have sharp teeth for ripping meat from their prey. 
Carnivores like the lion have large, powerful jaws that help catch large animals like a zebra. The tiger and panther have strong paws with sharp claws that help them catch prey.
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Some birds are also carnivores.
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Meat-eating birds like hawks and owls have very good eyesight.  That makes it easier for them to spot prey. They have sharp talons on their feet to catch prey. Their sharp, curved beaks help tear up meat. These external characteristics help these predator birds catch and eat their prey. 

Carnivores have to work hard for their food. Most prey animals have ways to help them avoid predators. Most predators, like the wolf, hunt often to get enough to eat. 
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Some carnivores, like the seal and the sea lion, hunt in the water. They have great body structures for hunting in the water. Their torpedo-like bodies that help them shoot through the water. Flippers for legs help them swim. They eat fish, crabs, and other water animals. 

Herbivores

[image: image10.png]


Animals that eat only plants are called herbivores. Cows, deer, grasshoppers, and rabbits are herbivores. There are many different plants and many different herbivores. Some herbivores eat only part of a plant. 
What about bees?
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Honey bees take nectar from flowers. When bees gather nectar, they pick up pollen on their fuzzy bodies. As bees go from flower to flower they leave some pollen behind. This helps flowers grow seeds. The bees and plants help each other survive.
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Time to Munch

Plants are easy for herbivores to find. Sometimes it is hard to find the parts of plants that have everything the animals need to grow and stay healthy. Herbivores that need certain plant parts spend a lot of time grazing to get the nutrients they need!

