
Literary Research 
Writing a Précis  
 
Choose one of the following authors and find a literary criticism written about one of the 
selections we have read: 
 
John Steinbeck    Carl Sandburg     
Tennessee Williams    Arthur Miller 
 
You may use the school library or the public library.  Both of these libraries have books of 
literary criticism which you may find located in the 800’s.  You may also use the internet. 
 
1. To access the NEISD online databases, go to your school library site. 
 
2. Find the location for “Online Collections.” 
 
3. Use the “Gale Group.”  If using your computer at home, you will need to get the 

password from your school librarian. 
 (If using the public library’s website, you will need your library card and member 

number.) 
 
4. Locate “Literature Resource Center,” and conduct a search for the author. 
 
5. Find an article about the literature we’ve read.  Print out the article and submit this article 

with your précis.  You may want to print two copies, so you can make notes on your 
copy. 

 
6. Write a précis of the article and be prepared to present this article for next class. 
 
7. For a guide to writing a précis, please go to one of the following websites: 
 
 http://lonestar.texas.net/~mseifert/precis1302.html 
 
 http:faculty.mc3.edu/REDGREENW/precis/presentation.html 
 
8. Make sure that at the end of the précis, you document your source correctly. 
 
 


