
RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT 
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 

 
In order to better understand the political climate of this novel, we will be researching 
various aspects of racial segregation and the Civil Rights movement in this country.   
 
REQUIREMENTS:  Each student will 

• Research material on one assigned aspect of this topic with a minimum of 5 sources 
• Record the information either on notecards or printed,highlighted copies with 

bibliography card attached 
• Make a 2-4 minute oral presentation to the class 
• Prepare a working outline  
• Write a 2-3 page paper (typed, double-spaced), compiling the information from all 

5 sources and including a minimum of one (1) properly documented quote from 
each source (MLA style) 

• Prepare a Works Cited (MLA style) of the sources used 
 
LIBRARY DAY: Wednesday, March 9 (A day) 
  Thursday, March 10 (B day) 
 
GRADING RUBRICS:   
Research and paper (project grade [counts 3 times]) 

• Notes with bibliography cards  20 pts. 
• Outline     20 pts. 
• Paper with documented quotes  35 pts. 
• Works Cited    25 pts. 

 
Oral Presentation (test grade [counts 2 times])  

• Students will be assessed on nonverbal skills (eye contact, etc.), verbal skills, and 
content.   

• Definitive rubric will be handed out later. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 

• March 9/10 – library 
• March 11/21 – in class work on research assignment 
• March 22/23 – oral presentations 
• March 29/30 – complete research and paper assignment due 

 
REMEMBER:  You will have To Kill a Mockingbird reading assignments at the same time you 
are working on this assignment.  Pace yourselves. 
 
 



RESEARCH TOPICS 
 

The Scottsboro Trials 
Jim Crowe 
Rosa Parks 
Montgomery Bus Boycott 
Harlem Renaissance 
Stock Market Crash 
Great Depression 
Jesse Owens (esp. the 1936 Olympics) 
Brown vs. Board of Education 
James Meredith/Autherine Lucy 
Langston Hughes 
Little Rock Nine – desegregation of Little Rock’s Central High School 
The Great Migration 
contemporary human rights abuses 
Thurgood Marshall 
Plessy vs. Ferguson 
Bloody Sunday in Selma, Alabama and the voting Rights Act of 1965 
The Freedom Riders 
4 Little Girls – Birmingham, Alabama 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
National Recovery Act 
1964 civil rights murders in Mississippi 
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