Frequently Asked Questions

2008-2009 Release of Rank Information

When will the students receive rank reflecting their course work from 2007-2008?   
· 12th grade students (who entered 9th grade in 2005) will receive their sixth semester official class rank on Friday, September 19, 2008 on their first progress report and again on Friday, October 31, 2008 on their first report card.  They will receive their final, official rank for seven semesters on Tuesday, January 27, 2009.  
· 11th grade students (who entered 9th grade in 2006) will receive their fourth semester preliminary, unofficial class rank on Friday, October 31, 2008 on their first report card.  

· 10th grade students (who entered 9th grade in 2007) will receive their second semester preliminary, unofficial class rank on Friday, October 31, 2008 on their first report card.
· 9th grade students (who entered 9th grade in 2008) will not receive their second semester preliminary, unofficial class rank until October 2009 since they have not yet completed course work.

· The rank policies can be reviewed at http://www.neisd.net/guide/ranking.html.

Why have the current 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students not received their rank earlier, i.e. at the end of the 2007-2008 school year?  
The District has only once previously included the sixth semester ranking on the final spring report card in May 2007. This occurred after the Board of Trustees had approved the revisions voted on by the class rank policy review committee. If you would like to review the work of this committee, you can find it at the following link http://www.neisd.net/rrc/index.html.  The District included the rank on the final spring report card in May 2007, which was clearly defined as preliminary and unofficial, solely for the purpose of allowing students and parents to make any schedule changes over the summer that they felt were necessary in light of the revisions to the class rank policy. Prior to that time, the District had never included the sixth semester rank at the end of the school year, and did not intend to begin doing so permanently.
The reality is that with large school districts, such as North East ISD, an accurate class rank simply cannot be calculated in time for the final spring report card. Many students finish the year with incomplete grades that are not finalized until the summer. Also, there are changes to class rosters and class sizes among the different high schools as a result of students transferring in and out of the District or between District campuses during the summer. Because of this, the District cannot determine an accurate student count for purposes of calculating an official rank for each campus until September – after school has started. This is why the District must wait to release the sixth semester rank until that time. To do otherwise would force students to rely on extremely inaccurate information, which we believe would do much more harm than good. We do not want students and their families to have a false impression of their position within the class based on a rank reported too early on the final spring report card. 

Why is North East so late in reporting sixth semester official rank when other school districts are reporting it earlier?
NEISD reports sixth semester official rank earlier than many other school districts.  For example:
· Alamo Heights ISD, August 29

· Northside ISD, end of September

· San Antonio ISD, on-line, October 13
· Fort Worth ISD, first week in October

· Conroe ISD (Houston area), 15 September

· Plano ISD (Dallas area), end of September

· Eanes ISD (Austin area), end of September

· East Central ISD, end of September

How does the reporting of rank in September affect admission to colleges and universities?
Many students are applying now for early admission to various colleges and universities. The district’s release of the rank in mid-September still allows compliance with early admission deadlines as well as regular admission deadlines. As an example, the district registrar spoke with a Texas State University admissions office representative and gathered the following information:
· Some school districts do show rank at the end of the 11th grade year but this does not in any way give the student an “advantage” over any other student who meets the Texas State deadline of December 1. 
· Anyone who meets the December 1 deadline with all documents has no problems with housing, scholarships, etc. 
· All students who submit all required documents by December 1 are considered for admission. The disadvantage occurs when a student’s file is incomplete. 
· Scholarship applications may be submitted at the time of application to Texas State; however, scholarship review does not begin until after December 1 and incoming students have a May 1 deadline for submitting applications for financial aid. Students submitting after December 1 will have less of an advantage. All scholarship review is merit-based only.
· ApplyTexas has been open for two weeks. The online application for ApplyTexas can be completed at any time and in increments. The application is not complete until the school receives the entire application.

In conclusion, the Texas State University representative assured that “NEISD students who complete the application process by the December 1 deadline are considered for admission with all students who complete the process by deadline, and therefore, are not disadvantaged by a later ranking date.”
For more information about class rank, please contact your high school guidance office or Barbara Dielmann, Director for Guidance Services (bdielm@neisd.net or 804-7139).
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