Talking Points
Uniform GPA

· HB 3851, approved by the 80th Texas Legislature, authorizes the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) to develop a uniform GPA calculation for utilization by institutions of higher education in the state of Texas for the sole purpose of determining those students who qualify for automatic admission to state public universities under the “top 10% rule.”

· On Aug. 26, 2008, Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott released an opinion about the uniform GPA. He ruled that THECB’s method is only used to calculate admissions for the “top 10% rule.” The AG also noted, however, that school districts would be permitted to maintain another ranking system for all other purposes. As far as implementation, the AG concluded that the THECB’s method should not be applied retroactively, specifically noting that students have made curriculum choices throughout their high school careers based on their district's system, so to change it retroactively would be problematic. Therefore, the THECB can implement a transition period before their system would take effect.

· According to THECB spokeswoman De Juana Lozada: “Based on our initial reading of the attorney general’s opinion, it is our understanding that the Uniform Grade Point Average Calculation does not appear to apply to currently enrolled high school students.”
· The Uniform GPA Advisory Committee, comprised of administrators from higher education institutions, assistant superintendents from the Houston and Highland Park Independent School Districts, and representatives from an Education Service Center (Region XIII), will hold a public meeting on Sep. 17, 2008 to discuss the proposed rules. Public comment will be limited to a total of one hour and no more than three minutes per person.  The order in which public comment will be provided is on a first-come, first-serve basis according to the sign-in sheet.  The sign-up sheet will be available at 8:30 am in the lobby of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board at 1200 East Anderson Lane, Austin, Texas  78752. 
· It should be noted that once the THECB’s method is finalized and implemented, local school districts, including NEISD, will be required to rank students according to this method for the purpose of determining who gets automatic admission under the "top 10%" rule.

· A brief explanation of the proposed rules follows: 
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board proposes new Sections 5.8, 5.9, and 5.10 of Board rules, concerning Uniform Grade Point Average Calculation.
 
Section 5.8 Uniform Grade Point Average Calculation
Specifically, the new Section 5.8 of Board rules, concerning Uniform Grade Point Average Calculation will establish a standard method for computing a student’s high school grade point average. The method must be based on a four-point scale and give additional weight to more rigorous courses. 

 
Section 5.9 Conversion Chart for Uniform Grade Point Average
The following conversion chart shall be used in the calculation of grade point averages pursuant to section 5.8 of this subchapter:
	GPA
	Percentile
	Letter Grade
	AP/IB/Dual Credit

	4.0
	95-100
	A
	5.0

	3.9
	94
	A
	4.9

	3.8
	93
	A
	4.8

	3.7
	92
	A -
	4.7

	3.6
	91
	A -
	4.6

	3.5
	90
	A -
	4.5

	3.4
	89
	B +
	4.4

	3.3
	88
	B +
	4.3

	3.2
	87
	B +
	4.2

	3.1
	86
	B
	4.1

	3.0
	85
	B
	4.0

	2.9
	84
	B
	3.9

	2.8
	83
	B
	3.8

	2.7
	82
	B -
	3.7

	2.6
	81
	B -
	3.6

	2.5
	80
	B -
	3.5

	2.4
	79
	C +
	3.4

	2.3
	78
	C +
	3.3

	2.2
	77
	C +
	3.2

	2.1
	76
	C
	3.1

	2.0
	75
	C
	3.0

	1.9
	74
	C
	2.9

	1.8
	73
	C
	2.8

	1.7
	72
	C -
	2.7

	1.6
	71
	C -
	2.6

	1.5
	70
	C -
	2.5

	1.4
	69
	D +
	0

	1.3
	68
	D +
	0

	1.2
	67
	D +
	0

	1.1
	66
	D
	0

	1.0
	65
	D
	0

	0.9
	64
	D
	0

	0.8
	63
	D
	0

	0.7
	62
	D -
	0

	0.6
	61
	D -
	0

	0.5
	60
	D -
	0


Section 5.10 Implementation of Uniform Grade Point Average Rules
The rules for calculation of the Uniform Grade Point Average established under Section 5.8 of this subchapter shall apply to the calculation of such averages for all students who enter the ninth grade for the first time from May 1, 2009, onward. 

The grade point averages of students already in ninth grade or higher as of April 30, 2009, or before, shall be calculated on the same basis that would have applied to such students before the adoption of Section 5.8 of this subchapter. 
· Superintendent Dr. Richard A. Middleton will be writing a letter to the Uniform GPA Advisory Committee to support the method beginning with current middle school students, allowing for a successful transition for students across Texas.
To read the San Antonio Express-News story about the AG’s ruling, visit http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/education/New_figuring_of_grade_point_averages_may_arrive_sooner.html
To learn more about the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB), visit http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/
To hear the public hearing broadcast, visit 

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/Events/MeetingDetail.cfm?Meeting_ID=96.
Communications associated with this developing story will be posted at

http://www.neisd.net/guide/ranking.html
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