Talking Points
Uniform GPA

· HB 3851, approved by the 80th Texas Legislature, authorizes the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) to develop a uniform GPA calculation for utilization by institutions of higher education in the state of Texas for the sole purpose of determining those students who qualify for automatic admission to state public universities under the “top 10% rule.”

· On Aug. 26, 2008, Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott released an opinion about the uniform GPA. He ruled that THECB’s method is only used to calculate admissions for the “top 10% rule.” The AG also noted, however, that school districts would be permitted to maintain another ranking system for all other purposes. As far as implementation, the AG concluded that the THECB’s method should not be applied retroactively, specifically noting that students have made curriculum choices throughout their high school careers based on their district's system, so to change it retroactively would be problematic. Therefore, the THECB can implement a transition period before their system would take effect.

· According to spokeswoman De Juana Lozada, the Coordinating Board still is working to create the standard method, noting the board’s commissioner, Raymund Paredes, could make a recommendation in October.
· Lozada said she thought current high school students shouldn’t be affected by the standard method. She pointed to a portion of the AG’s opinion that reads: “... We conclude that (the Coordinating Board) is required to implement its standard method on a prospective basis only and has the latitude to provide for a transition period.”

· The agency could provide no further comment on how a transition period would work or on how the new method would be implemented. Therefore, NEISD does not know yet how this uniform GPA system will impact its students.
· Lozada provided the following: “Based on our initial reading of the attorney general’s opinion, it is our understanding that the Uniform Grade Point Average Calculation does not appear to apply to currently enrolled high school students.”

· The Uniform GPA Advisory Committee, comprised of administrators from higher education institutions, assistant superintendents from the Houston and Highland Park Independent School Districts, and representatives from an Education Service Center (Region XIII), is scheduled to meet on Sep. 8, 2008.

· Superintendent Dr. Richard A. Middleton will be writing a letter to the Uniform GPA Advisory Committee with a recommendation to apply the method beginning with current middle school students, allowing for a successful transition for students across Texas.
To read the San Antonio Express-News story about the AG’s ruling, visit http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/education/New_figuring_of_grade_point_averages_may_arrive_sooner.html
Communications associated with this developing story will be posted at

http://www.neisd.net/guide/ranking.html
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