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8961 TESORO DRIVE – SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78217-6225
April 12, 2007

Dear Parents/Guardians of Eighth Graders Who Will Enter High School in 2007-08:

In March, the NEISD School Board approved Dr. Middleton’s recommendation regarding the District’s class rank policy, EIC (LOCAL). His recommendation was based on information provided by the High School Rank Review Committee made up of parents, teachers, and administrators who reviewed the policy over a period of three months.

The following background information was used by the committee as it studied the policy. First, students are given a class rank solely for the purpose of college admissions and scholarship eligibility. The class ranking policy is an indicator to colleges of how academically prepared a student is for college success. Research confirms that students who take the most rigorous courses in math, science, social studies, English and foreign language are those most likely to complete college successfully. 

North East’s rank policy for students entering high school between 2004 and 2006 utilizes a cumulative point system to indicate a student’s rank in class. This policy gave an incentive to students who selected the most rigorous course of study since only three years of math and science are required for graduation. However, with the new graduation requirements mandating four years of English, math, science and social studies for all high school students, the need for this kind of incentive has been removed.

Therefore, the policy is changing for students entering high school beginning in 2007-08. For these students, any courses that count for graduation will be calculated for a weighted cumulative grade point average (WCGPA). All of these students will need 26 credits to graduate, and no student may count more than 26 course grades taken in high school for their class rank. Courses taken more than once in high school, courses taken in middle school or in evening high school, correspondence courses, credit by exam, and summer foreign student courses do not count for class rank. The highest grades earned in elective courses needed for graduation will be used to calculate class rank.

Enclosed in this mailing is a copy of the class rank policy for students entering high school in 2007 and beyond, a list of rankable courses with weight factors, and a list of the courses your student has selected for the 2007-08 school year. Please carefully review the class rank policy, the list of rankable courses, this letter and your student’s choices for next year. Then complete the information at the bottom of the course choice list, sign it, and return only that page in the enclosed stamped envelope by Tuesday, April 24, 2007. Please remember that some courses may already be closed due to available space. You will also receive a copy of the course choices in mid-May from your high school campus. This list should include any changes submitted from this mailing. At that time, you will have one last opportunity to review the courses selected. 
We will be holding informational meetings to review the new class rank policy in each high school auditorium beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 9 with a make-up meeting on Thursday, May 17, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the MacArthur High School auditorium. Please contact your counselor should you have additional questions.
Sincerely,
Alicia H. Thomas

Associate Superintendent for Instruction
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