Dear Chargers,

We will be sending home three important pieces of information with your student today.  Most importantly, you will receive your student’s first semester report card.  You will also find Churchill’s AEIS report from TEA and information concerning H1N1 flu vaccinations.

The AEIS report is Churchill’s report card.  We are proud of Churchill’s RECOGNIZED status.  This recognition signifies the hard work of our teachers and students.  Our achievements would not be possible without your tremendous support for Churchill High School.  In the news, you may have heard of schools using TPM, the Texas Projection Measure, to improve their rating.  I am proud that Churchill’s recognized status was not due to this boost.  We made Recognized on our own.  Many of our neighboring school’s cannot say this.  In fact, Churchill’s TPM brought us just a few students short of being rated exemplary.  

You will notice the AEIS report is very detailed which is indicative of the complexity of the accountability system.  For those of you with 7th grade or younger students, you will begin to hear of changes in the accountability system which will include EOC’s or end of course exams.  Essentially, students will have to pass 12 exams in the core subject areas to gain credit for the course.  We will discuss the EOC’s at a later time.

On February 2nd, NEISD will offer the H1N1 flu vaccination to all of our students.  The packet you received today will provide you with the details.  It is important to know this is strictly voluntary and we will need the permission form and other required information returned before the vaccination can be administered.

Our school nurse reports we are an unusually healthy school for January with few cases of any type of flu.  However, the medical community does predict a rise of flu in the coming weeks.  Churchill will continue to promote the “3 C’s”.  Clean your hands often, Cover your cough and Contain germs by steering clear of others who are sick.  We also are continuing to provide Cleenz Hands toweletts on campus.

In other news, we are continuing to work on a district and campus regulations to ensure students are not overwhelmed with homework and daily tests as we move to the seven period day.  Our CIC, which includes parents, community members, and teachers, will develop these regulations.  Look for this to be finalized in early April.  

The CIC recently approved a bell schedule for next year which uses eight 50 minute periods.  Students will go to class seven periods and have one 50 minute lunch period.  The longer lunch period will allow students a few more minutes so they don’t feel rushed to eat.  We also will be able to get creative with these lunch periods using the longer time to offer tutoring or time for clubs to meet.  One advantage of this bell schedule is teachers gain about 17 hours of instruction time over the course of a school year.  One disadvantage of this bell schedule will require passing periods to be five minutes in length.  To fit in eight 50 minute periods and allow for seven five minute passing periods we will change the start and end times of school.  Next year, all high schools in NEISD will start school at 8:45 and end at 4:05.  This bell schedule will be posted on the campus web page.

Congratulations to eight of Churchill’s Varsity Volleyball Team members for earning All – District awards.  Eleven varsity football players and four varsity volleyball players earned Academic All State recognition.  Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball teams are in the hunt for playoff spots with both teams ranked in the Express News top ten.  Both soccer teams are off to good starts.  The Charger Wrestling Team recently had a huge championship win over Reagan at Reagan’s own Rattler Rumble Tournament.  Get out and support these teams.

Churchill fine arts programs are also busy preparing for several upcoming performances.  Don’t miss the Orchestra Dinner Theater this weekend, or Churchill’s dance girls’ participation in the district wide One Singular Sensation coming up during the weekend of January 23rd.  Good luck to all.

It is impossible to recognize or announce all the events our kids are involved in.  Please check out Churchill’s award winning web site for all the details.

Have a great weekend!

Jeff Vaughan
