Churchill High School

Junior/Senior Information Bulletin – from the Counseling Office

*5th Edition* 2011--2012 – January 12, 2011
This issue of the “Junior/Senior Information Bulletin” (J/SIB) provides information on many important items:  college representatives visiting Churchill, college information meetings off-campus, test registration deadlines, and scholarship information.  Please read the J/SIB and keep for future reference.  This bulletin is a good source of information.  Please be sure to visit the Churchill website for updates on this bulletin: www.neisd.net/churchill/faculty%20staff/counseling.htm.
Happenings at Churchill

*If you do not have lunch during the scheduled representative visit, you must obtain permission and a pass from your classroom teacher in order to attend.

April 4

Churchill Underclassmen College Night, Cafeteria, 6:30-8 PM
Bank of America Charitable Foundation’s Student Leaders® Program
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation’s Student Leaders® Program is accepting applications for the 2012 program.  In recognition of your commitment to young people, we are asking for your help to spread the word about this exciting leadership opportunity.

As part of the company’s lending, investing and giving to strengthen the communities we serve, the Bank of America Student Leaders Program has recognized more than 1,600 exemplary high school juniors and seniors with a passion for improving their communities.  The program helps students gain a greater understanding of how nonprofits create impact in the community and develops them as the next generation of community leaders through two components:

· A summer 2012 eight-week paid summer internship with selected nonprofit organizations designed to provide  opportunities for the students to develop and apply leadership skills through hands-on work experience, while raising their awareness of community issues addressed by their host organization.  

· A week-long all-expense paid Student Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C., July 15-20, 2012. Conducted in partnership with the Close Up Foundation, the Summit introduces students to aspects of civic, social and business leadership and provides them with knowledge and skills they will use throughout their life to create positive community change.

In order to spread the word about the opportunities available to many of your members, partners, and affiliates, please distribute information about the program in the manner appropriate for your organization (email, electronic newsletter, website, etc.).  Please note the application deadline of January 25, 2012. For more information on the Bank of America Charitable Foundation, please visit the website at http://www.bankofamerica.com/foundation/.
Attention Athletes!!!

Athletes must file NCAA forms online @ www.ncaa.org . Have a Master or Visa Card ready when you register (fee amount subject to change).   Print a copy of SRF and an authorization form and bring these to Ms. Gines in the Counseling Office.  She will send a partial transcript now and one when you graduate.
Attention Future Teachers!!!

The Virgil T. Blossom Scholarship is shared by all high school campuses in the North East Council of PTAs.  It is meant to encourage qualified young people to enter the field of education and to help bring outstanding young teachers back to our school system.   The scholarship pays $325 per semester for up to 8 semesters to each recipient.   Each NEISD High School awards a scholarship to a qualified student planning to major in education.  Applications are available in the counseling office.   The application deadline is March 21, 2012, please return your completed application to the counseling office.  

FAFSA on the web

www.fafsa.ed.gov  

We strongly encourage students to do this sooner than later.  Many scholarships are dependent on this the report that is generated by filling out the FAFSA.  The application for the 2012-2013 school year is now available. Students will need to submit their application to the colleges they are interest in.  Please make sure to look at the helpful sheet we found from Cappex.com which is included at the end of this bulletin. 
Off-Campus Opportunities (In the San Antonio area)
 Jan. 27, 2012- UTSA Honors College Top Scholars Info Session.  3 PM in the Retama Auditorium (UC 2.02.02).  For more information, visit www.utsa.edu/honors. 
Off-Campus Opportunities (Out of the San Antonio area)
Jan. 16, Feb. 18, and Feb. 20, 2011- Univ. of Evansville Department of Music Auditions.  For more information, please contact the following: (800) 423-8633, ext. 2742; music@evansville.edu, or music.evansville.edu.

Jan. 16, Mar. 17, Apr. 21, and July 14, 2012- Univ. of Evansville Open Houses. Register online at www.evansville.edu/visit/openhouse.cfm.

Jan. 21 and Feb. 18, 2012- Univ. of Evansville Department of Theatre Auditions. For more information, please contact the following: (800) 423-8633, ext. 2744; theatre@evansville.edu, or theatre.evansville.edu.

Jan. 21, 2012- McMurry Univ. War Hawk Weekends Athletic Preview Day.  For more information or to register, please visit www.mcm.edu.

Feb. 2, 2012- Lawrence Univ. Conservatory Auditions in Houston.  Register online at www.lawrence.edu.  
`

Feb. 17-19, 2012- Univ. of Evansville Road Trip. A special program for high school seniors who have been accepted to the University of Evansville.  Students can experience Evansville, Indiana; meet current students; attend mock classes; stay in a residence hall; and take in a play in Shanklin Theatre.  For more information, please call (800) 423-8633, ext. 2468.

Feb. 18, 2012- Texas A&M Univ. Aggieland Saturday, from 9 AM-3 PM. For more information, visit admissions.tamu.edu/aggielandsaturday. 
Feb. 24, Mar. 23, and April 20, 2012- Western State College of Colorado Preview Days.  For more information or to schedule your visit online, go to: www.western.edu.

Feb. 25 and Mar. 21, 2012- Schreiner Saturday.  For more information, contact the Office of Admission and Financial Aid at admissions@schreiner.edu or call (800) 343-4919.

Feb. 25 and Mar. 31, 2012- Stephen F. Austin State Univ. Showcase Saturday. For more information, visit www.sfasu.edu/go/visit.

Mar. 28- Mar. 30, 2012- LSU Spring Invitational. The online registration deadline is Mar. 20, 2012.  For more information, visit www.lsu.edu/spin.

Mar. 30 and 31, 2012- Angelo State Univ. Discover ASU Preview Days.  Register online at www.angelo.edu/events/discover_asu.

Mar. 30, 2012- McMurry Univ. War Hawk Fridays General Preview Day.  For more information or to register, please visit www.mcm.edu. 

NOTE – The following Universities have local offices and phone #’s in the San Antonio area.

The University of Texas

1123 N. Main Avenue suite 200

San Antonio, TX  78212

(210) 562-4665

Belinda Celis, Director 

Texas A&M University

40 NE Loop 410 Suite 605

(210) 212-7016

San Antonio, TX  78216

Texas Tech University                                                      
4319 Medical Dr # 119
San Antonio, TX 78229-3325
(210) 614-7576

Important Things to Remember All Year:

(Juniors, please take notes.  This will apply to you next year!)
· Register to take the SAT and/or ACT Spring semester of your junior year; otherwise, risk losing eligibility for admissions or scholarships. SAT/ACT SCORES MUST BE SENT DIRECTLY FROM COLLEGEBOARD.COM/ACT.ORG. SAT/ACT SCORES ARE NO LONGER PRINTED ON TRANSCRIPTS.  
· VERY IMPORTANT:  When you receive a scholarship award letter (whether you are accepting the scholarship or not), please bring the letter or a copy of the award letter to Ms. Gines in the Counseling Office.  Write “accepting” or “not accepting” at the top of the letter before turning it in.  Ms. Gines will total all of the scholarships from all seniors and announce the sum of scholarship monies awarded to this senior class at graduation.  You may begin turning those letters in as you receive them.  

· VERY IMPORTANT: When you receive a letter of acceptance from your college/university, please turn in a copy to Miss Gines in the Counseling office.

· Register to take the THEA your senior year or make sure you meet exemption criteria; you will need this to enter a Texas public college or university. 
· Senior males must register with Selective Service within 30 days of their eighteenth birthday.  Students may register online at www.sss.gov or at the local post office.
· Remember to turn in all college admission or scholarship applications at least one week before the deadline in order to facilitate processing and mailing.
· Please adhere to the Counseling Office deadlines on all scholarship applications to insure timely processing.
	Ordering a Transcript: Be sure to sign your request form with Ms. Gines each time you need a transcript mailed. Transcripts are $5.00. All official transcripts must be sent electronically (if college/university is listed in the electronic database) or must be mailed directly by the Churchill Counseling Office to the indicated destination.  Make sure to allow at least 3 working days for processing. Transcripts cannot be mailed via overnight services. SAT/ACT scores must be sent directly from Collegeboard.com/Act.org.  SAT/ACT scores are no longer printed on transcripts.  PLAN AHEAD SO THAT YOUR TRANSCRIPTS ARRIVE BY THE PUBLISHED DEADLINE.  




College Entrance Exams:

The ACT attempts to measure skills closely related to the content of courses in the high school curriculum in four areas; English, math, reading, and science reasoning. It reports those four scores, which are averaged together to form a composite score.  Each of the four scores as well as the composite score can range from 0 to 36, with approximately 21 being the national average last year. 
The SAT Reasoning Test attempts to measure your ability to do college-level work in the verbal/math/writing areas.  Each section of the test will be scored using the familiar scale from 200-800.  A perfect score will be a 2400.

The test that you take depends on your strengths.  You can always take both tests!  Many students do.  Check with your college because most colleges will take your highest score from a single test administration.
The SAT Subject Tests are required by some colleges as a second step in testing and is generally used not for admissions but for placement in the proper levels of freshman course work.  Check with your college to determine if you need to take SAT Subject Tests.  The SAT Subject Test measures specific knowledge from specific courses you are supposed to have taken in high school. 

A CEEB code will be needed for ACT, SAT, AP exams, and college applications.  The CEEB code must be included on these applications.  Churchill’s CEEB code is 446-273.
SAT TEST DATES 2011-2012
Visit www.collegeboard.org for online registration
	TEST DATES
	TEST

	
	
	Regular Deadline
	Late Deadline
	

	January 28, 2012
	SAT & Subject Tests
	Dec. 30
	Jan. 13
	

	March 10, 2012
	SAT only
	Feb. 10
	Feb. 24
	

	May 5, 2012
	SAT & Subject Tests
	Apr. 6
	Apr. 20
	

	Jun. 2, 2012
	SAT & Subject Tests
	May 8
	May 22
	


	ACT TEST DATES 2011–2012
Visit http://www.act.org  for online registration



	Test Date
	Regular Deadlines
	Late Registration

	February 11, 2012
	Jan. 13
	Jan. 14-20

	April 14, 2012
	Mar. 9
	Mar. 10-23

	June 9, 2012
	May 4
	May 5-18


AP Exams

Advanced Placement exams are offered in eighteen subject areas for college credit.  The test results have no direct impact on college admission.  Students receiving scores of 3, 4, or 5 may receive college credit for these courses.  Check your college’s policy on AP exams. AP testing dates have been released.  Check www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/cal/cal2.html for more information. 
The Texas Common Application

All pubic universities in the state of Texas accept the Texas Common Application for Freshman Admission.  Paper copies of this application are available in the Counseling Go Center, however, all universities prefer that students apply online at www.applytexas.org. 

THEA
Based on their scores on the SAT, ACT, and TAKS, students may be exempt from taking the THEA if they have the following scores:
SAT



ACT


TAKS



Critical Reading – minimum 500
English – minimum 19
English Language Arts – minimum 2200

Math – minimum 500

Math – minimum 19
Math – minimum 2200

Total 1070


Composite 23

Writing – minimum 3

HOWEVER, you must check with the college you plan to enroll in for the specifics, as exemptions may differ from college to college.  See your counselor for additional information. 
Visit www.thea.nesinc.com for online registration.
ASVAB

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery is one of the best aptitude tests available. This test is recommended for students considering any branch of the military as a possible career.  However, taking the test does not commit you to any military service. It does offer you great information about your abilities.
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Visit the following website for more information:

( www.studentaid.ed.gov – Information from the Dept. of Ed. on preparing and funding your education

( www.collegeispossible.org – University-based campaign to inform parents and students about accessing college

( www.collegeboard.com – Everything from online SAT registration to financial aid calculations

( www.number2.com – Free SAT practice test

( www.collegeexpress.com – Information about private colleges, including college search and admissions tips

( www.petersons.com/ugrad – College directory information

( www.collegenet.com – Scholarship/college search, electronic applications, financial aid information links
( www.finaid.org – Information on student loans, federal programs, scholarship services, etc.

( www.tuitionfundingsources.com – Scholarships

( www.myfuture.com – Overview of military educational/ career benefits, links to each service

( www.loanstar.com – One of many banking options for educational funding

( www.fafsa.ed.gov – FAFSA on the web

( www.campustours.com – “Visit” college campuses

( www.bridges.com – Choices planner

( www.CSOcollegecenter.org – College info serving first-generation, low-income and minority students

( http://www.ncaa.org/ - Senior athletes planning to participate in college sports

( www.embark.com  - College information

( www.Schoolsoup.com  - Scholarship information
( www.everychanceeverytexan.org – Minnie Piper Stevens Foundation

( www.aie.org – College planning resources, financial aid information, career guidance, & money management tips
( http://www.collegeboard.com/parents/pay/scholarships-aid/21403.html - How to Develop a Scholarship Strategy

( www.legion.org/needalift - Scholarship and financial aid information. Also has a College Financial Aid Handbook available on the website.  

( www.fastweb.com  - Financial aid information including how to recognize a scam:    

Quick Scam Warning Signs:  
(  Requests for your credit card/bank account #s




            
(  A “money back guarantee”       
(  A fee                               

                                                    
(  The biggest and best award databases are available free on the Internet.   
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