Dear Senior Parent:







September 12, 2008
On behalf of the counseling department, I am writing this letter to provide you with important information that will make this a successful and special year for your senior.  We will continue to assist students and parents by providing the tools necessary to keep your child on track towards graduation.  

The first purpose of this letter is to review the North East School District’s policy concerning graduation requirements.  The policy adopted by the School Board is as follows:

In compliance with the North East School Board policy, only those students who have actually completed all graduation requirements prior to the actual commencement will be allowed to participate in these exercises.

Credits required for graduation:  Texas Recommended Plan = 24 Credits
Texas Minimum Plan = 22 Credits

Required courses under the Recommended Plan:  4 credits of English, 3 credits of Math (in high school, Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II), 3 credits of Science (including Biology and choosing from IPC, Chemistry or Physics), 1 credit of World Geography, 1 credit of World History, 1 credit of U.S. History, ½ credit each of U.S. Government and Economics, ½ credit of Health, 1 ½ credits of Physical Education or an acceptable alternate, ½ credit of Communication Applications (Speech), 1 credit of Fine Arts, 1 credit of Technology Application, 2 credits of Foreign Language, and 3 ½ elective credits.

Required courses under the Texas Minimum Program:  4 credits of English, 3 credits of Math (in high school), 2 credits of Science, 1 credit of World Geography or World History, 1 credit of U.S. History, ½ credit each of U.S. Government and Economics, 1 credit of an additional Science or Social Studies, ½ credit of Health, 1 ½ credits of Physical Education or an acceptable alternate, ½ credit of Communication Applications (Speech), 1 credit of Technology Application, and 5 ½ elective credits.

Seniors who do not complete graduation requirements by June 4, 2008, cannot participate in Churchill’s senior class graduation ceremony.  It will be necessary for any student who is deficient in courses or credits and who desires to participate in the graduation ceremony to seek additional options outside the school day by visiting his/her counselor.

In addition to meeting the above requirement, students must have mastered all four sections – English Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies – of the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) in order to receive a diploma and participate in the graduation exercises.  Three test administrations (October, March, and April) will be scheduled state-wide for students who have not achieved exit level TAKS mastery.

The senior year is such an important time, and your student will be receiving a great deal of information.  On September 29th and 30th, counselors will meet with their seniors in small groups.  At these conferences, students will be given their graduation status, and Senior Planner.  Your child’s sixth semester rank and grade point average will print on his or her three week progress report.  Students will receive their progress report in their 2nd period class September 19th.  We would love to provide you not only with the same information that we are going to give your child, but also provide you the opportunity to ask us questions.  We will have a Senior Conference Parent Night on September 30th at 6:30pm in the Auditorium.  If you are unable to attend, please review the information in the Senior Planner with your child.  The planner includes information on test dates, financial aid, scholarships, and other great information you will need throughout the year.  In addition to the planner, seniors will receive a Senior Information Bulletin every 3 weeks with the most current information regarding testing, deadlines, scholarships, and college visits.  The Senior Planner and Senior Information Bulletin will be available on our website www.neisd.net/churchill/.  If you wish to review your senior’s high school record and /or future plans with the counselor, please call your child’s counselor for an appointment.  We would love to meet with you!

Financial Aid Parent Night will be hosted this year by COSTEP, a non-profit organization that assists parents and students in financial aid.  The parent night will be December 4th, 6:30pm in the Auditorium.  COSTEP will also be available December 10th in the counseling office to help parents establish Pin #’s.  They will come back again on February 17th in order to help parents fill out the financial aid application online.  If you would like to make an appointment with COSTEP for either date, please call Ruth Gonzales at 442-0800 ext. 236.
North East School District’s annual College Night will be October 29th at 6:00pm in the Blossom Athletic Center.   
Throughout a student’s life in high school many issues arise.  Please take advantage of our counseling skills and let us help your child with any changes or transitions he or she may be going through.  Anyone can refer a student for counseling-parents, teachers, administrators, friends or the child.  If you feel your child could use someone to talk to or to help with problems he or she may be experiencing, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s counselor.  Some issues may warrant help from outside agencies, and we would be happy to provide a list of referrals.

Finally, I have enclosed a copy of important dates for you to be aware of throughout the year, a diploma application, a transcript release form, and an information sheet that we need on each of our students.  The information sheet will help us to write the best letter of recommendations that we can as counselors.  Please have your child turn in the diploma application, transcript release form, and student information sheet to the counseling office by September 30th.

If you have any questions regarding your senior’s status, future, or any issues pertaining to your student, please contact your child’s counselor at 442-0800.  Counselors look forward to working with you to ensure a successful and memorable senior year.

Sincerely,

Michelle Howard
Lead Counselor, Ext. 226

A- Ch = Marianne Rodriguez  ext 229

Ci- Garm = Beverly Gonzales  ext 234

Garn- Kel & ELL Students A- Kel = Yolanda Cavazos  ext. 233

Kem- Mo & & ELL Students Kem- Z = Felipe Cardenas  ext. 230

Mp- Pa + AVID Students = Michelle Howard ext. 226

Pe- Sl = Olympia Torres  ext. 231

Sm- Z = Jeannie Dimaline  ext. 232

STAN Counselor = Beth Fox  ext. 287 
Counseling Department Calendar Dates 08-09

FIRST SEMESTER

September 16 = Greenback Night 

September 20 (makeup date) = ACT at Churchill
September 29 and 30 = Senior Conferences (English IV Classes) 

September 30 at 6:30 = Senior Conf. Parent Night in the Auditorium

October 4= SAT located at Churchill 

October 21 = TAKS ELA (12th grade repeaters)

October 22 = TAKS Math (12th grade repeaters)
October 22 = Career Night at Madison HS 
October 23 = TAKS Science (12th grade repeaters)   

October 24 = TAKS Social Studies (12th grade repeaters)   

October 25 = ACT located at Churchill 
October 29 = District College Night at Blossom Athletic Complex 

November 1 = SAT located at Churchill 

November 6 = National Merit Football Game 
December 4 = Financial Aid Parent Night 6:30pm with COSTEP in the Auditorium
December 6 = SAT located at Churchill  
December 10 = COSTEP Pin # sign up in the go-center
December 13 = ACT located at Churchill 

SECOND SEMESTER
January 24 = SAT located at Churchill 
February 7 = ACT located at Churchill 
February 17 = COSTEP Financial AID Application help in the go-center
February 23- March 24 = AP Exam Registration

March 3 =
 TAKS ELA (12th Grade Repeaters)
  All Other 12th = ½ day

March 4= TAKS Math (12th Grade Repeaters) 

March 5 = TAKS Science (12th grade repeaters)   

March 6 = TAKS Social Studies (12th grade repeaters)   
March 14 = SAT located at Churchill 

April 4 = ACT located at Churchill 
April 28 = 
12th Grade Repeaters = TAKS ELA

April 29 = 
12th Grade Repeaters = TAKS Math
April 30 = 
 12th Grade Repeaters = TAKS Science, All Other 12th = ½ day
May 1 = 
 12th Grade Repeaters = TAKS Social Studies, All Other 12th = TBA
Advanced Placement Tests

Week 1
	 
	Morning Session
8 a.m.*
	Afternoon Session
12 noon*

	Monday, May 4
	Government and Politics: United States
	Government and Politics: Comparative**
French Language**

	Tuesday, May 5
	Computer Science A**
Computer Science AB**
Spanish Language**
	Statistics

	Wednesday, May 6
	Calculus AB**
Calculus BC**
	Chinese Language and Culture

	Thursday, May 7
	English Literature**
German Language**
	Japanese Language and Culture**
French Literature**

	Friday, May 8
	United States History
	European History
Studio Art (portfolios due)


Week 2 

	
	Morning Session 8 a.m.*
	Afternoon Session 12 noon*
	Afternoon Session 2 p.m.

	Monday, May 11
	Biology**
Music Theory**
	Physics B**
Physics C: Mechanics**
	Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism† 

	Tuesday, May 12
	Environmental Science**
Chemistry**
	Psychology
	 

	Wednesday, May 13
	English Language**
	Art History
	 

	Thursday, May 14
	Macroeconomics**

	Microeconomics
	 

	Friday, May 15
	Human Geography**
Spanish Literature**
	Latin Literature**
Latin: Vergil**
	


June 4 = Graduation 7:30pm 
