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North East ISD delays 2011 bond proposal
	  On Mar. 7, 2011, during a special board meeting, 
the North East ISD Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to postpone the bond election that 
would have been held in May 2011. The great 
uncertainty for public education funding is what 
prompted the Board to make their decision. The 

election will be postponed until a time when more information from 
the Texas Legislature is available and will support a bond election.
	 “The work put in to develop and plan this bond has been 
very good and worthwhile,” said Richard A. Middleton, NEISD 
superintendent of schools. “We have done a great job at reducing 
our budget. This postponement will give us the opportunity to 
restructure the bond so that it will exactly fit the needs of the district 
in response to legislative decisions.”
	 District staff and board members were hoping to have received 

definitive input on legislative decisions for public education funds by 
now; however, that information will likely not be available until late 
May or June. While figures are not finalized, the district’s estimates 
today are that it will lose anywhere from $40 to $60 million in state 
funding from its budget for the next two years.
	 On Feb. 28, 2011, the Board called a bond election for $399,410,000 
for the May 2011 ballot. The bond issue was recommended by the 
Community Planning and Advisory Committee made up of North 
East residents and addressed growth, facility equity and additions, 
a school bus replacement program, a technology upgrade package, 
and a new middle school. All research and community feedback on 
these projects will be maintained as the community planning process 
for a potential bond election in the future continues. The group has 
already met once on Mar. 24 to discuss the delay and future of this 
bond proposal.

	  Cibolo Green Elementary, which opened in August 2010, was recently 
notified by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC) that it earned 
“Gold” certification under the Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) for Schools certification system. It is the first “Gold” 
elementary school in Bexar County and South Central Texas. In fact, as of 
this publication, there are only two other “Gold” schools in the state.
	  LEED is an internationally recognized green building certification 
system which verifies that facilities are designed and constructed using 
strategies that improve energy efficiency, water conservation, and indoor 
environmental quality, in addition to utilizing natural resources and 
reducing CO2 emissions.
	    Green design also incorporates local/regional materials into the building 
structure. The school used natural Texas sedimentary rock. Special 
limestone called Cardova Shell, that showcases marine fossils from 
the ancient Texas seas, was selected by Cibolo Green Principal Ivonna 
Gonzales as both an architectural element and learning tool.

	 Green initiatives promote environmentally and fiscally responsible facilities since they protect our natural resources and save the district money 
over the years because of reduced maintenance and operating costs for the facilities. For this reason, sustainable “green” buildings techniques that are 
fiscally responsible and promote healthy learning environments will be incorporated into future construction projects.

Cibolo Green Elementary earns Gold Level LEED certification

The Gold Level LEED certification earned by Cibolo Green was announced 
at the school’s dedication ceremony on Feb. 27. Among the invited guests 
were Superintendent of Schools Richard A. Middleton, Board of Trustee 
President Beth Plummer and Cibolo Green Principal Ivonna Gonzales.
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Claudia’s Little Corner
Skin Care & Massage

$15 Off*
All professional skin care facials

*New clients

Salons by JC
2106 E. Sontera Blvd.
Suite 111, Room 42
San Antonio, TX  78259

Claudia Silveira
Licensed Esthetician, LMT

(210) 632-4914
ClaudiasLittleCorner.com

District wins Indoor Air Quality award 
from Environmental Protection Agency

	 North East ISD was awarded the Model 
of Sustained Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) 
Excellence Award from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Office of 
Radiation and Indoor Air. NEISD received 
the award through its participation in the 
EPA’s Tools for Schools program and for 
demonstrating a sustained commitment 
to indoor air quality management and 
promoting student and staff health, 
performance and productivity.
	 “IAQ management was never a 

question, it was an answer,” said Richard 
A. Middleton, NEISD superintendent 
of schools. “It supports the health of our 
students, so they can attend school and 
meet their full potential -- and it supports 
the health of our staff, without whom 
educating students is impossible.”
	 Without good indoor air quality, 
students and staff face serious health 
risks in schools that can lead to asthma 
attacks, decreased performance and 
diminished concentration. 
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The North East Educational Foundation 
thanks the following businesses and 
individuals who made the 2011 Starlight 
Gala in March a huge success. The event 
serves as the primary fundraiser for this non-
profit charitable corporation.
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	 The United States Presidential Scholars 
Program recognizes and honors some of our 
nation’s most distinguished graduating high 
school seniors. This year, several of North 
East ISD’s students were among those being 
considered for this prestigious honor.
	 Students across the country have the 
opportunity to become Presidential Scholars 
in two areas: Academics and the Arts. Each 
year, up to 141 students are named Presidential 
Scholars based on their artistic and academic 
achievements. Of these, approximately 20 are 
named U.S. Presidential Scholars in the Arts. This 
year -- in addition to two academic candidates -- 
NEISD had three candidates selected for the Arts 
program out of approximately 7,000 applicants 
across the country. 
	 Brooke Bowman, 18 and Kelsey Godfrey, 18, 
of Reagan High School were selected in the area 
of spoken theatre, while Joshua Taliaferro, 18, 
of Johnson High School was selected in musical 
theatre. They were three of only four Texas 
candidates invited to move on in the selection 
process. This speaks to the quality of the fine arts 
program in the district, and, most importantly, to 
the students’ love of the craft.
	 Part of being selected to advance, was an 
invitation to Miami, FL in January to participate 
in Young Arts Week sponsored by the National 
Foundation for Advancement in the Arts. There, 
they joined 150 other fine arts students from 
across the country to participate in classes with 
internationally renowned artists, workshops, 
performances and exhibitions. When asked about 
the trip, all three immediately said the same thing. 
“It was the best week of my life.”
	 “It was a critical juncture in my path as 
an artist,” added Taliaferro. “I got there and 
immediately we hit the deck with workshops 
and rehearsals.”
	 Participants of Young Arts Week represented 
nine disciplines including dance, jazz, music, 
photography, cinematic arts, theatre, visual arts, 

voice and writing. During the day, they participated 
in one-of-a-kind training, and culminated the 
week with a showcase of everyone’s work.
	 “The whole week was very interdisciplinary,” 
said Bowman. “We got to experience everyone’s 
craft. It was beautiful to see everyone there share 
the same love of the arts.”
	 NEISD has always supported a 360-degree 
education for its students. This means that in 
addition to providing core course work, such as 
math, history and English, students are given the 
opportunity to grow in areas like athletics, fine 
arts and the Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (JROTC). These types of activities 
teach leadership, responsibility, dedication and 
commitment -- traits that will benefit them in the 
classroom, as well as give them a competitive 
edge in the job market.
	 Perhaps one of the greatest benefits of the 
students’ experience in fine arts at NEISD, was 
being able to discover and cultivate a passion that 
will carry them throughout life.
	 “As cliché as it sounds, I really didn’t 
choose theatre,” said Bowman. “Theatre chose 
me. Nothing else has given me the fire that 
theatre does.”
	 “I didn’t have a moment where I knew I loved 
theatre,” said Godfrey. “It was just always in my 
blood. I know I’ll be acting somewhere or doing 
something in theatre. That’s all I want to do.”
	 For Taliaferro, he hopes to pursue formal 
theater training and give back by helping to 
instill a love of the arts in future generations 
of children.
	 After returning from Miami, Bowman 
learned that she advanced to the next level 
of competition and won a scholarship to 
participate in Young Arts Week in New York. 
The 20 National Arts Scholars for 2011 will be 
selected from this group of students and have the 
opportunity to perform at the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in June. That 
announcement will be made in May.

Brooke Bowman knew she 
wanted to act at six years old.

Kelsey Godfrey comes from a 
family with roots in the arts.

Joshua Taliaferro believes theatre 
taught him to strive for his goals.
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North East Recognitions

Lee student wins Optimist 
Club award
	 On Dec 7, 2010, Lee High School 
Senior Bianca Rojas Lopez was honored 
by the Optimist Club of San Antonio 
as an Outstanding Youth. The award 
recognizes young people who exhibit 
positive traits and leadership skills in our 
local community. Lopez is a member of 
the Unity Club, the Rebel Rousers and 
Peer Assistance Leadership (PAL). 

Jackson grant buys iPads
	 Jackson Middle School received a 
$4,975 grant from H-E-B to purchase 
iPads for  science classrooms. Through this 
grant, new contemporary technology will 
be incorporated into the science classroom. 
The iPads will become a valuable tool in 
helping teachers differentiate learning in 
the classroom.  
	 “We are very appreciative of this 
opportunity that H-E-B. has provided 
Jackson students,” said Brian Hurley, 
Jackson principal.

Churchill wins software grant
	 Robin Grevelle-Morriss, Churchill 
High School’s video technology teacher 
and Web page coordinator, received a 
grant from Adobe and Tech Soup for a 
copy of Adobe Master Suite Collection 
CS5 for her classroom and Winston 
Churchill TV (WCTV.)

	 The Adobe CS5 software will 
allow her students to compete for 
more awards and highly sought after 
multimedia scholarships. 
	 For the past three years her students 
have won numerous local, state, UIL and 
national awards for video, graphics and 
editing. WCTV has won several state 
awards for broadcast, graphics, feature 
stories, editing and videography.

Churchill twirlers move on 
to state competition
	 Sarah Rendon, Kryztal Vazquez and 
Erin Griffin represented Churchill High 
School at the UIL Region 12 Twirling 
Contest held at Randolph Field High 
School on Feb. 5, 2011.
	 All of these talented twirlers earned a 
One on their Class One twirling solos and 
will move on to the state competition in 
Austin in May. 
	 The girls had one, two and three 
baton components in their routines. Each 
solo is choreographed to music selections 
chosen by the girls and their coach.

MacArthur Cross Country 
members make ‘All State’
	 For the first time, all five members of 
the MacArthur High School Varsity Girls’ 
Cross Country Team made the 2010-2011 
Academic All State Team honors from the 
Texas Girls Coaches Association. There 
were only 27 athletes in the state honored, 
and MacArthur has five on the team. 
	 MacArthur 2010-2011 Academic All 

State Team honorees are: Dina Acosta, 
Ashley Keeter, Brandy Mercado, Nikki 
Noland and Samantha Schott. 
	 “I am so proud of these young ladies 
for their accomplishments,” said Coach 
Janice Miller.

Northwood dedicates gym
	 Northwood Elementary School held 
a dedication ceremony for its new air-
conditioned gym on Jan. 28, 2011. 
	 Air-conditioned school gyms play an 
important role in the North East’s wellness 
and equity initiatives. By upgrading 
older facilities to the standards of newer 
facilities, students and staff have a more 
productive activity period and face fewer 
heat-related health issues.

Madison AMP on top at 
Houston Livestock Show
	 Madison High School Agriscience 
Magnet Program (AMP) students 
competed at the 2011 Houston Livestock 
Show 4-H and FFA Wool Judging Contest 
on Mar. 15, 2011.
	 The contest involved placing breed 
and commercial fleeces and classifying 
fleeces of wool into various grades 
and spinning counts. Additionally, 
contestants determine the correct grades 
for a class of 30 mohair samples.
	 The Madison AMP team came in 
first place, while Madison students Kelly 
Hazlett, Tasha Womack and Savina 
Robles took individuals honors.

Bianca Lopez (left) was nominated by PAL 
sponsor and teacher Jennifer Schaefer. 

Sarah Rendon, Kryztal Vazquez and Erin 
Griffin will compete at state.

Madison students display their wins earned at 
the 2011 Houston Livestock Show.
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North East Recognitions
Harris named grand prize 
winner in Spurs contest
	 Harris Middle School won the Spurs 
All Star Ballot Contest. The prize was an 
assembly with a Spurs player, Silver Star 
dancers and Spurs Coyote on Jan. 20, 2011. 
	 The rally included a question answer 
session with player James Anderson, a 
free t-shirt toss giveaway, a drawing for an 
autographed Spurs basketball and a skit by 
the Coyote.  

NEISD students recognized by 
Windcrest Optimist Club 
	 In March, seven NEISD students were 
honored at the Windcrest Optimist Club 
Student Recognition Program. 
Victoria Cruz, East Terrell Hills Elementary 
Samuel Diaz, Montgomery Elementary 
Ginelly Lampon, Walzem Elementary 
Carter Johnson, Windcrest Elementary 
Kendra Romero, Krueger Middle School
Cassidy Viramontes, White Middle School 
Jaeleen Castro, Roosevelt High School  
	 These students were selected based on 
conduct, citizenship, scholastic success 
and optimistic attitude.

Montgomery wins for 
morning broadcast
	 Montgomery Elementary School’s 
MONT-TV morning student broadcast 
won second place in the annual Texas 
Media Awards. This event is part of the 
Texas Library Association Conference.
	 “We are very honored to receive this 

recognition,” said Deborah Guerrero, 
Montgomery librarian. 

Bush and Bradley named 
Schools to Watch
	 Bradley and Bush middle schools were 
recognized as Texas Schools to Watch® 
at the Texas Middle School Association 
Conference in Austin on Feb. 25, 2011. 
The Texas Schools to Watch® program 
recognizes a small number of diverse, 
high-performing, growth-oriented middle 
schools that demonstrate what all middle 
schools are capable of achieving.
	 Bush and Bradley have also been 
designated National Schools to Watch, 
and will be recognized at the National 
Schools to Watch conference June 23- 
25, 2011 in Washington, D.C.

Reagan students selected 
for NASA program
	 The following six physics students 
at Reagan High School were selected 
to participate in the NASA High School 
Aerospace Scholars Program:  Rehman 
Ali, Rehan Eusufzai, Blake Jackson, 
Adrian Pansini, Anthony Quesada and 
Aftab Zindani.
	 During the school year, the students 
will complete weekly activities and 
projects. Then, they will undertake a 
week long internship at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston this summer. 
While there, they can interact directly 
with NASA scientists and engineers.

Tejeda named Fit Campus 
by H-E-B
	 Tejeda Middle School was named 
a H-E-B Excellence in Education Fit 
Campus. The school will be awarded at a 
ceremony in Austin in May and receive a 
$10,000 prize toward implementing a new 
health and fitness program or enhancing a 
current program.
	 The H-E-B Excellence in Education 
Fit Campus Award was designed to honor 
school campuses that are increasing 
the health and nutrition of children by 
developing, implementing and improving 
physical activity, fitness and health on 
their campus.

Johnson JROTC places 
first in nationals
	 After advancing through two phases 
of national-level competition, the Johnson 
High School JROTC Academics and 
Leadership teams both advance to the 
Leadership and Academics Bowl final 
championship rounds in Washington D.C. 
on June 24-28, 2011. 
	 Both teams earned a first place 
finish in Division I, 5th ROTC Brigade, 
United States Army Cadet Command. 
The competition began in October 2010 
with more than 2,400 teams, and now 
there are only 24 Academic and 40 
Leadership teams advancing to the final 
championship rounds. 

Tejeda students embrace wellness by participating in 
campus TRYathlon where they swim, run and bike.

Aftab Zindani, Rehman Ali, Adrian Pansini, Anthony 
Quesada, Reyhan Eusufzai and Blake Jackson 
(not pictured) are headed to NASA.

Student James Collier and teacher Lynette 
Mandry celebrate with the Spurs Coyote.
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North East Partner Spotlight: 
Spectrum Athle t ic Clubs

	 Sylvia Braye retired from a 22-year career with AT&T in December 2002. She began 
taking classes with the Academy of Learning in Retirement (ALIR) the following month, 
and has never stopped. 
	 Sylvia found out about ALIR from a friend in an exercise class. Once she heard about 
the program and everything it had to offer, she knew this is how she would be spending her 
retirement. She has participated in a wide array of classes including Understanding King 
Arthur, Tai Yoga, Shakespeare through the Times, Robotics for Grandparents, Learning to 
Draw from Scratch, Juggling and so many more. 
	 She is even now teaching a very popular line dancing class. Sylvia began teaching the 
class a few years ago when her good friend and fellow ALIR classmate Charlene Wimer 
suggested she teach it. As of today, her class is maxed at 50 participants with a waiting list! 
Sylvia is now involved in the annual Texas Line Dance Jamboree as a volunteer instructor. 
She also teaches free line dancing classes through Methodist Healthcare’s 55 Plus® Boot 
Scootin’ to Good Health program. 
	 Her favorite thing about ALIR is being involved with like-minded people. “I can’t 
imagine retiring to nothing,” said Braye. “Volunteering is much more gratifying.” She feels 
that others too can benefit from participating in ALIR. “It is important to be connected to 
other people and prevents one from becoming too isolated.”
	 She raised her children in North East ISD schools. Her daughter Pamela graduated from 
Lee High School and is now a Special Education teacher at Larkspur Elementary. Her grandchildren also attend NEISD schools -- one at 
Bulverde Creek Elementary and the other at Tejeda Middle School. 
	 NEISD welcomed ALIR to its Community Education department in the spring of 2006. NEISD publishes ALIR classes in its course 
catalog. With this new campus, ALIR has plenty of room for growth. Current enrollment stands at 500+ members. In addition, 65 
volunteer instructors teach 71 different classes. 

	  Spectrum Athletic Clubs is 
a strong partner and supporter 
of North East ISD. Most 
recently, Spectrum contributed 
complimentary memberships for 
auction items, as well as raffle 
prizes and gift items to various 
NEISD schools and organizations 

including the Charger Sports Association, 
Churchill High School PTA, Harmony Hills Fall 
Festival, Eisenhower Middle School’s IKE’s Big 
Day and the NEISD Asthma Blowout at Churchill. 
Spectrum also provides discounted membership 
opportunities for all teachers’ in kindergarten 
through twelfth grade.
	 “As a company that’s been part of this community 
for more than 30 years, we are happy and proud to 
support the kids and all the great work being done 
at NEISD,” explained Andy Gillen, executive vice 
president of Spectrum.

For more information about ALIR, 
visit www.communityed.neisd.net

Sylvia Braye, 65
ALIR participant since 2002 

Academy of Creative Education
June 22, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
Community Bible Church
2477 N Loop 1604 E

Churchill
June 4, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum
3201 East Houston Street

International School of the 
Americas
June 9, 2011 at 7 p.m.
Laurie Auditorium at
Trinity University
725 Stadium Drive

Johnson 
June 3, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum
3201 East Houston Street

Lee
June 5, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum
3201 East Houston Street

MacArthur
June 2, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum
3201 East Houston Street

Madison
June 6, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum
3201 East Houston Street

Reagan
June 8, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum
3201 East Houston Street

Roosevelt
June 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.
Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum
3201 East Houston Street

All NEISD high school graduations, 
except ACE and ISA, will be viewable 
live on the district’s Web site at www.
neisd.net. You must have a broadband 
Internet connection.
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Tech Spotlight: Middle school 
programmers win $7,000 grant

Radiance Skin Care Salon
 Laurie Murphy, Esthetician

Specializing in acne control for 
students and adults!

210.490.1011
12915 Jones-Maltsberger, Ste. 305 

(near Blossom Athletic Center)
 Wed-Sun by appointment only 

District launches new Parent 
Portal mobile serv ice

AUGUST 2011
15-19 Staff Development Days
22       First Day of School
SEPTEMBER 2011
5 Student/Staff Holiday
OCTOBER 2011
10 Student Holiday/Staff Development Day

NOVEMBER 2011
21-22 Student Holidays/ Teacher Choice Days
23-25 Student/Staff Holidays
DECEMBER 2011
21-30 Student/Staff Holidays
JANUARY 2012
  2 Student/Staff Holiday
16 Student/Staff Holiday
FEBRUARY 2012
20 Student Holiday/Staff Development Day
     Severe Weather Makeup Day

MARCH 2012
12-16 Student/Staff Holidays
APRIL 2012
  6 Student/Staff Holiday
27 Student/Staff Holiday
MAY 2012
28 Teacher/Student Holiday
30 Last Day of School
31 Staff Development Day
     Severe Weather Makeup Day

	 Recently, North East ISD launched a new Parent Portal 
Mobile service. This tool makes it easier for parents to monitor 
their child’s progress in school all through the web browser on 
their mobile device.
	 NEISD created the Parent Portal Mobile service as another 
communication tool to help parents become more involved with 
their child by providing a virtual window into the classroom. Parent 
Portal Mobile is like having a daily progress report from each 
teacher. Parents can currently use the portal to e-mail teachers; 
check grades on assignments, tests and quizzes; receive alerts 
on grade averages, food service accounts and immunizations; 
monitor any unpaid fines; and view attendance records.
	 For parents to access Parent Portal Mobile, log into portal.
neisd.net with your Parent Portal user name and password.  If you 
do not have a Parent Portal account and would like to use Parent 
Portal Mobile, first go to portal.neisd.net from your computer and 
click on “parent registration.”
	 Contact your mobile carrier for any charges that may apply 
to Web browser usage on your mobile device. If you need any 
assistance with Parent Portal Mobile, please contact the NEISD 
Help Desk at 210-805-5315.

This calendar was revised by the Board of Trustees on Feb. 14, 2011. The full calendar can be found online at  www.neisd.net/calendars.

	 The Android Programming class at Krueger Middle School 
won a $7,000 grant from Rackspace Hosting for laptops and 
development devices. 
	 This grant will help the students learn to program mobile 
applications and sell them by publishing to the Android market.
	 “Although students can learn to program for Android 
using free software development tools, this physical hardware 
makes working with key concepts much more accessible,” said 
Programming Teacher Andrew Beck. 
	 Students now have access to a small number of dedicated 
programming laptops, which they will be able to check out if 
they wish to work on their applications at home.
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“As my kids have grown I have 
become more involved in PTA 
because I see the difference 
that parent involvement has 

in children’s lives.  I volunteer 
because I hope that I can make 
a difference for my children, as 

well as impact all students.”

NOTICIA
El Distrito Escolar Independiente del Noreste no discrimina por raza, 

color, religión, género, origen nacional, edad, o incapacidad.

�� Shannon Grona is a volunteer 
at Tejeda Middle School and 
Johnson High School. She is also 
the current third vice president for 
the NEISD PTA Council.

�� She has held many positions 
including current Tejeda PTA 
president and Johnson PTA 
volunteer co-chair, as well as 
past Tejeda Arts in Education 
Chair and second vice president.

�� Shannon was also an active 
volunteer at Roan Forest 
Elementary.

�� She is married to Nelson Grona. 
They have two children. Hunter is 
a ninth grader at Johnson. Lauren 
is a sixth grader at Tejeda.

Board of Trustees

Randy Bristow
District 4
Trustee

Beth Plummer
District 5
President

Sandy Hughey
District 1
Secretary

Susan Galindo
District 3

Vice President

Brigitte Perkins
District 7
Trustee

Edd White
District 2
Trustee

Letti Bresnahan
District 6
Trustee

Are you interested 
in advertising your 

business in this 
newsletter? Call 

210-407-0396 for 
rates and information.


